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The Church needs you! A fusion of fllTl 

Bv Jo Duckies J ^ 


By Jo Duckies 

CONSIDER how you could serve 
the Church. 

That is the message from voca- 
tions adviser, the Revd Caroline 
Windley, Chair of the Vocations 
Advisers Network, to Christians 
across the Diocese. 

Caroline has been visitng 
Deanery Synods across Bucking- 
hamshire, where she is based, 
encouraging people to think 
about that message. She said: ‘I 
believe we all have a vocation; for 
many it will be in some kind of 
service in the world; but I would 
like people to consider purpose- 
fully whether their particular 
calling might find expression in 
some kind of licensed or autho- 
rised ministry in the life of the 
Church.’ 

Her words are particularly rel- 
evant given that nationally al- 
most 20 per cent of stipendiary 
clergy are aged over 60 and 
heading for retirement. 


In the UK the number of full- 
time stipendiary ministers has 
dropped from almost 9,500 in 
2000 to almost 8,500 in 2007. It is 
projected that by 2012 that fig- 
ure will fall to 7,860 - an overall 
drop of 17 per cent. In the Ox- 
ford Diocese there were 440 
stipendiary ministers in 2000, 
compared to 370 in 2007. 

Meanwhile the proportion of 
associate clergy (previously 
known as non-stipendiary 
clergy) in Oxford has gone up 
from 18 per cent in 2000 to 42 
per cent in 2007. 

Caroline said: ‘I think the rea- 
son for the increase is a sea 
change in our understanding of 
ministry, including that you 
don’t need to be paid to do it. 
The old stereotype of what a 
vicar had to look like has radi- 
cally changed, and that is a good 
thing because people need a va- 
riety of role models.’ 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 ► 


Poppy is pictured with a painted face and balloons at the Fusion 
Youth and Community Day at St George^, Wheatley. For a full 
report and details of more Fusion events, see page seven. 






‘Living Faith’ resources launched this month 


NEW resources will be published 
this month to support and pro- 
mote the Living Faith vision. 

The vision provides a frame- 
work for the life and work of the 
diocese for the next five years. 

It offers five priorities - sustain- 
ing the sacred centre, making 
disciples, making a difference in 
the world, creating vibrant Chris- 
tian communities, and shaping 
confident collaborative leader- 
ship - which Bishop John has 
likened to ‘a palette of colours’ 
for parishes to use as they think 


best in their own context. The 
new Living Faith logo draws on 
this imagery. Leaflets, postcards, 
a Bible Study Guide, a DVD 
and a personal ‘calling card’ 


have about our Christian faith,’ 
said Bishop John. ‘We’ll be 
launching a range of M 

materials, J 




LIVING 
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will be launched at dioce- 
san synod on 20 June. 

‘The logo uses bright 
colours and bold brushstrokes to 
reflect the confidence we should 








some paper based, 
others digital, to help 
us get to grips with how 


we live out the Living Faith prior- 
ities in our daily lives.’ 

The diocesan logo has also had 
a facelift (see top of page) to bring 
it in line with the Church of Eng- 
land logo. 

This will be rolled out gradu- 
ally across the diocese over the 
next few months. 


ONLINE 


For more information visit: 

www.oxford.anglican.org or call 
01865 208225 
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HE BANYAN is a 

magnificent tree. It is the 
national tree of India, 

As it grows and spreads 
outwards to enormous sizes, the 

Ftonv^n frpp banyan drops from its heights 
cm l U ct extra roots that eventually reach 

CUShlOn and enter the earth to become 

stilts - as if additional trunks. 

Banyan branches offer home 
to birds and insects, whilst the 
shade under the tree is a place 
of cool and hospitality for 
people and animals. 

Because we would like you 
to know and love the banyan, 
we offer this beautiful hand 
embroidered cushion cover by 
the Kathiawadi of Gujarat. 

40cm square. 100% cotton. 
Hand embroidered. 
Pillowcase-style tuck-in at back. 


Complete 
with feather 
pad 
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Wu L.HTJMI Paradise 

cushion 

£ 25.50 


Complete 
with feather 

pad 


2 cushions 
celebrating 
harmony 


A GLIMPSE of paradise in an organized 
garden of a four cornered pool with 
pathways, flowers, trees and joyful birds. It is 
the style commonly associated with Islamic 
imagery in garden design. 

The origins of this heavenly vision are symbolic and 
really ancient, probably going back through Persia 
and connecting with references in the Book of Genesis. 

Our paradise garden Is re-created in a gloriously 
embroidered cushion cover by members of a 
cooperative of Kathiawadi people in Gujarat, western India. 

40cm square. Hand embroidered 
1 00% cotton cover on luxury feacher pad. 



.com 

See these and more choices online 
Or visit our Worldshop in Woodstock 

f) 0 1 808 81 181 \ 



Delivery in UK 0.50 per order 
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Letters comment 


J Comment 

by Edward Carter 

Honest about money 

R ecent headlines about ludi- 
crous expense claims made 
by MPs reflect considerable 
public anger. 

We ask: ‘Why can’t these people be 
honest?’ And honesty with money is 
important - just consider how seriously 
financial fraud is taken. But do Chris- 
tians have anything extra to say? Con- 
sider first what money is. Glance at a 
banknote and you read these words: ‘I 
promise to pay the bearer on demand 
the sum of . . . ’ 

Money is a promise. It’s a promise to 
meet an obligation, and in a modern 
global economy this obligation in- 
volves everyone else around the world, 
as well as future generations. Dishon- 
esty with money is like breaking a 
promise to millions of other people, 
and that’s why those recent headlines 
have left such a bad taste in the mouth. 

But why is it good if promises are not 
broken? A society in which you never 
knew if anyone was telling the truth 
would hardly be a proper ‘society ’ at 
all. There would be no trust. We’d all 
be suspicious of every one. That’s what 
happens when promises are habitually 
broken. So a culture of promise-keep- 
ing is good for trust and good for soci- 
ety. 

But Christians should say more than 
this. It’s clear from the Bible that our 
human promises only make sense be- 
cause of God’s promises to us. God has 
promised life for his people because 
he loves us and wants the very best for 
us. He wants us to be the people he re- 
ally made us to be. 

It’s a promise that can always be 
trusted in, because of what Jesus did 
for us. If we say ‘yes’ to this promise we 
will grow in holiness, which means our 
promises will be true as well. Our hon- 
esty with money is just one sign of this, 
but it’s important none-the-less. 
Through it we witness to God’s eternal 
promises. 

Edward Carter is priest in charge at St 
Peter’s Didcot and a tutor in Christian 
ethics at Ripon College, Didcot. 



LETTERS 


‘You cannot be serious’ 

To coin the words of a former tennis 
player, John Seymour (Letters, May) can- 
not be serious when he appears to sug- 
gest there is little difference between 
gravity and climate change. I can think of 
several differences. Gravity is not killing 
people, climate change is doing just that, 
and the poorest are the main victims. 

For millions climate change has brought 
more extreme weather, more floods, rising 
yet variable temperatures and more dis- 
asters. 

Severe droughts, floods and hurricanes 
are happening at twice the frequency of 
40 years ago. As the earth warms and ice 
caps melt, so sea levels are rising. If cur- 
rent trends continue, Bangladesh and 
other low-lying countries will be com- 
pletely swamped. More land is becoming 
degraded, and food supplies for many are 
at risk. 

The benefits of aid, debt relief and even 
of Fairtrade could be swept away if we do 
not change the way we live, and reduce 
our carbon emissions. We caused most 
of the problem. Turning away from it 
would be irresponsible. 

John Madeley, Reading 


Whit walks 

With Easter well gone my thoughts turn 
to Pentecost and my childhood memories 
of Whit walks. 

I attended St Mark's Church, Heyside, 
near Oldham and on the Whit weekend 
we walked around the parish. I was con- 
firmed by Dr William Temple, the then 
Bishop of Manchester, who later became 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 

We set off from our parish and the 
Sunday school, choir, scouts and congre- 
gation all walked. When we reached a 
certain big house we stopped to sing a 
hymn and collect a donation and then 
back to Sunday school for tea. 

The afternoon was a field day with 
sports of all kinds and another big tea. 

It was a most enjoyable occasion and I 
think it still goes on. 

Kathleen Fitton, Slough 

Take no prisoners 

The recent article on diocesan cricket re- 
minded me of the time when, having a 
friend who captained the Gloucester 
clergy, I was occasionally asked to make 
up the number. 

Playing at Leyhill at a time of accute 
clergy shortage, I was chatting to an in- 
mate on the boundary when he asked, 
‘How many clergymen do you have play- 
ing then?’ I had a quick look around. 

‘Only six today,’ I replied. He thought for a 
moment. ‘I think we have rather more on 
our side,’ he said. 

Perhaps that was why we were so 
often short of players! 

Geoffrey Williams, Faringdon 
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Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 


The Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took a loaf of bread , and when he 
had given thanks , he broke it and said , “This 
is my body that is for you. Do this in remem- 
brance of me .” 1 Corinthians 11:23 


T his is probably the earliest 
record we have of the actual 
words of Jesus. St Paul was 
reminding the Christians at 
Corinth (long before the 
first Gospel was written) of what he and 
they had been taught at the time of their 
baptisms - a command of Jesus that be- 
lievers had faithfully followed from the 
very beginning of the Church’s history. 

They ‘broke bread’ week by week, and 
in doing so ‘remembered’ Jesus, and they 
did it because he had told them to. ‘Do 
this.’ So all down the ages Christians have 
followed their example. In great cathe- 
drals, in tiny chapels, in the trenches of 
war and by the bedsides of the dying we 
have taken bread and wine, given thinks 
and then consumed them, ‘in remem- 
brance of him’. 

Sometimes it has been done with great 
ceremony, and sometimes with disarming 
simplicity. We have broken bread to mark 
great occasions, national and personal - 
triumphs and disasters, weddings and fu- 
nerals, confirmations and ordinations. 

It is astonishing that a tiny piece of 
bread and a sip of wine can mean so 
much to so many, or over such a long pe- 
riod of time. This month the Church of 
England celebrates what our prayer book 
calls a ‘Day of Thanksgiving for the Insti- 
tution of Holy Communion’, (11 June) 
though some will probably prefer to use 
its old Latin title ‘Corpus Christi’ - ‘Body 
of Christ’. After centuries in which the 
Churches of the Reformation shunned 
this occasion, because of what they saw as 


its connections with medieval supersti- 
tion, we can now do what any Christian 
of any tradition would surely want to do - 
thank God for a priceless gift of grace. 

It‘s sad that an ordinance which cele- 
brates holy fellowship - the literal mean- 
ing of the words ‘holy communion’ - has 
been a matter of bitter controversy 
through Church history. Blood has been 
spilt, martyrs put to death, over the pre- 
cise interpretation of the words of Jesus 
‘This is my body’. Perhaps now we are 
more ready to accept that a profound 
mystery is incapable of precise definition, 
that we have the simple command of 
Jesus (‘do this‘) and a minimum of expla- 
nation. 


Jesus comes to me, refreshes 


me and renews me... ’ 


Yet what ‘explanation’ we have is surely 
adequate: ‘do this in remembrance of me \ 
The word used in the New Testament, 
like the Hebrew word used in the 
Passover at which this service was inaugu- 
rated, means much more than ‘use it as a 
reminder, lest you forget’. It actually 
means to bring what is past in a dynamic 
way into the present - to make what Jesus 
did once for all on the cross and through 
his resurrection into a living reality in our 
lives now. If we hold on to that, other 
questions become secondary, even super- 
fluous. 

In a way I cannot define, and accord- 
ing to his promise, Jesus comes to me, re- 
news me and refreshes me, in this 
sacrament. We can all give thanks for that 
on the Thursday after Trinity! 

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser 
on Evanglism, former BBC head of religious affairs, 
a broadcaster and author of many books including 
Journey to Jerusalem (BEF 2008), The Bible 
Made Clear and Espresso Prayers ( both Lion 
Hudson 2008). His book. Seasons of the Son 
( Canterbury Press) includes reflections on the various 
festivals and holy days of the Christian year. 


Comings and Goings 

Revd Margaret McAlister from Cowley St 
John will take up post as Associate Priest of 
St Mary Magdalen, Oxford; Revd Andrew 
Markey will take up post as Ecumenical 
Chaplain at Oxford Brookes University; 
Revd Stephen Johnson will take up post 
as Vicar of Sunninghill and South Ascot; 
Revd Shaun Atkins from St Andrew’s, 
Oxford will take up post as Chaplain at 
Bedford School, (St Albans); Revd Hilary 


Wilson will take up post as Assistant 
Curate (Focal Minister for St John’s, Ashley 
Green), Great Chesham; Revd Dr Marion 
Drobig will take up post as Rector in Shaw 
cum Donnington; Revd Jo Williams, 
Chaplain at HMYOI Aylesbury will retire at 
end of June; Revd Canon Nigel Pocock 
will retire from his post as Vicar of 
Maidenhead and Windsor Deanery with 
effect from 30 June 2009; Revd Jan Clark 
has been given permission to officiate in the 
Deanery of Burnham & Slough. 


Competition winner 

Mrs Vobe from Ascot, Berkshire is the 
lucky winner of the competition 
featured in last month’s edition of the 
Door. She has won a Divine chocolate 
hamper. 


AUDIO VERSION 


Sight impaired people can now 
get a free audio version of 
The Door by contacting 
Graham Winterbourne on 

01 884 840285 


Last chance for 
summer Open Door 

AS the Door goes to press there are just 
a few days left for you to place your 
order for the summer Open Door. 

The closing date for orders is 1 June 
and Open Door will be delivered with 
the July /August Door on 22 June. 

It promises more family-friendly 
activities and competitions. 

Order by contacting Debbie 
Dallimore on 01865 208225 or see our 
website: www.oxford.anglican.org/ 
opendoor 
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The Church needs you! 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ▼ 


Caroline said: ‘I think our un- 
derstanding of what ordained 
ministry is about or what it 
looks like has changed. I know 
we are in a recession at the mo- 
ment but I think that, in the 
same way as younger people 
now routinely have gap years, 
there has been a trend towards 
taking early retirement to do 
something more fulfilling. 

‘I think it is a fantastic devel- 
opment that women can now be 
ordained. Almost half, 48 per 
cent, of associate clergy, 53 per 
cent of ordained local ministers 
and 49 per cent of readers are 
women. Yet in 2007 only 17 per 
cent of stipendiary clergy were- 
women.’ 

Caroline said associate clergy 
come from all walks of life. She 
said: ‘Some have offered us 
their services in retirement with 
some having taken early retire- 
ment. 

‘Others have paid employ- 
ment (both full-time and part - 
time), while some are mums 
who are home with their chil- 
dren, so they are from a huge 
variety of lifestyles.’ 

And Caroline said the Ox- 


ford Diocese has bucked the 
national trend for recruitment 
of Licensed Lay Ministers. 
Known as Readers in the rest of 
the UK, nationally there were 
8,694 in 2000 compared to 
7,962 in 2007, but in Oxford 
there has been an increase from 
138 to 220 for the same period. 
She said: ‘Nationally the num- 
ber of Readers has gone down 
by eight per cent, but here it has 
increased by 60.’ 

‘I think there has also been a 
welcome development of peo- 
ple offering to minister in their 
own area. We promote the 
‘priesthood of all believers’ and 
within that, setting aside partic- 
ular people who are recognised 
as having a vocation to be 
priests in that community.’ 

The Revd Marilyn Parry, Di- 
rector of Ordinands for the Dio- 
cese added: ‘We’re 

experiencing a huge variety of 
ministries, and this is a delight. 
I’m glad we are now in a posi- 
tion to use what has always been 
on offer, but sometimes neg- 
lected.’ 

Turn to pages 1 0 and 1 1 for an 
in-depth look at vocations. 


New life for old church 



A SERIES of exhibitions and events are breathing new life into a dis- 
used church. 

And the activities at St Katherine’s, Chiselhampton, are helping 
raise funds for Stjohn the Baptist, Stadhampton. Previously the poet 
Sir John Betjeman supported an appeal to restore the building after 
it had fallen into disrepair. He wrote a poem about the building. 
Stephen Dawson, Stadhampton church warden, said: ‘It was my part- 
ner’s family who built St Katherine’s and we moved back here three 
years ago. I have always felt it was a beautiful building that should be 
used more regularly. Previously it’s just been used for a Christmas 
service every year, but we now have a whole progreamme of events. 
The church is in the care of the Churches Conservation Trust. It’s 
the Trust’s 40 th anniversary this year and we are trying to mark that 
occasion as well.’ 

For more details of events at St Katherine’s, see the monthly Door- 
post listings on page 12 or call Mr Dawson on 01865 890079. 


St Birinus Youth Challenge 





A NEW Youth Challenge is being launched this month as part of the 
annual St Birinus Pilgrimage. 

The pilgrimage follows in the footsteps of St Birinus - the Thames 
Valley Saint, from Blewbury to Dorchester on Thames. It runs 
through parishes in Berkshire and Oxfordshire following the route 
of St Birinus and the Kings of Wessex and Mercia, to the place of 
the saint’s conversion and baptism in Dorchester. 

The Youth Challenge is for young people aged 12 and over to walk 
as a team of four to eight 
people, completing addi- 
tional challenges along the 

way. Teams can be groups p or more information or to register 
of friends, people from see ; www.stbirinus.org.uk 
your church youth group 
or scout or guide group. 


ONLINE 


Green Shoots springing up 



CHURCH members at St Margaret’s, Oxford organised the Green 
Shoots event in collaboration with a local school and shops. 

The event was not to bring people’s attention to climate change so 
much as to demonstrate that ‘green shoots’ are springing up locally to 
address the issue. The Green Shoots event included a picnic by the 
Thames, and a special service with Paul Valentin, Christian Aid’s inter- 
national director. 


IN BRIEF 


On the buses 

MEMBERS of the Milton 
Keynes Christian Environment 
Group had a great time survey- 
ing their local buses during the 
Great Bus’d Up event. 

The fun event included a 
treasure hunt with a difference 
and aimed to find if the town’s 
buses deserved their bad repu- 
tation. 

Despite one team’s bus not 
turning up after a 50-minute 
wait, many of the findings were 
positive. Organiser David Miller 
said: ‘I was surprised how many 
of them ran very close indeed to 
their scheduled time, and most 
people who travelled gave good 
scores to the drivers and to the 
quality of the ride. There were a 
couple of rogue drivers and one 
amusing case of a driver who 
didn’t know which bus route he 
was driving on, and wasn’t sure 
where to go.’ 


Interfaith walk 

PEOPLE of all faiths will join in 
The Friendship Walk in Oxford on 
Thursday, 4 June. 

The annual event starts at 
6.30pm at Oxford Synagogue 
and moves on to St Mary the Vir- 
gin Church before ending with a 
buffet supper at the Central Ox- 
ford Mosque. 

For more information call 
01865 557947. 


Fresh Expressions 
rescheduled 

A FRESH Expressions leaders’ 
day which was cancelled due to 
snow has been rescheduled to 
take place on Saturday, 6 June 
at the Kings Centre, Oxford. 

The event will bring together 
leaders from across the diocese 
to take a look at how and why 
Fresh Expressions are so im- 
portant for the Church. It will in- 
clude practical sessions 
including a hands-on Messy 
Church experience and the 
chance to hear from Fresh Ex- 
pression churches about their 
experiences. 


Thousands at Love 
Oxford 

AS the Door went to press 4,000 
Christians were expected to de- 
scend on South Park, Oxford for 
what Bishop John has described 
as ‘one of the key moments of the 
Christian year’ in the city. 

The annual Love Oxford event 
was launched in 2006 and has 
previously been held in Broad 
Street. This year it took place in 
the park on Sunday 1 7 May. It’s 
aim was to gather people from all 
church traditions together to pray 
for the peace of God to be known 
to all communitites regardless of 
race, creed or religious tradition. 
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I want to give a 
child a second 
chance at life. 


Mr/Mrs/Ms 

Address 


Postcode 

Telephone 


Email 


Charge my gift to my: D Visa D MasterCard D Maestro 

Card No. 

Valid From Exp. Date 

Signature - — 


Your support can provide 
free treatment for poor 
children with clefts and 
other problems. 

Please tick: 

□ £150 Surgery for on© child 

G £75 Half the cost of one surgery 
D £30 Medications for on® surgery 

□ £ (Well gratefully 


Issue No 


□ My cheque is enclosed, 
made payable to The Smile Train UK 


Wk/CS YEARS 

500,000 

SURGERIES 

SmileTrain 

Chetttie* Ttw WftfM tRw SwiW Al A Tlntr 


Send this coupon with your donation to: 

The SmileTrain UK, PO Box 583 
Northampton NN3 6UH 


□ Tick the box to make every £1 of your gift worth at least 25p more for FREE. I am a UK taxpayer. Please 


a 1 fyouid ifc treat all donations I make or have made to The Smile Train as Gift Aid donations for the past six years until 

I further notice. You must pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax at least equal to the tax th< 


further notice. You must pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax at least equal to the tax that 
The Smile Train reclaims on your donation in the tax year. Currently 25p for every £1 you give. 


mmp t any amount) 


These details, including your email address / telephone number, may be used to Keep you informed about our future developments 
If you do not want to receive such information please tick this box □ 


Z09051U111FA!N06 


uk OR call: 0870 127 6269 


Donate online 


© 2009 The Smile Train 


Registered Charity No. 1114748 
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Cafe celebrates 20 years of witnessing 



TILEHURST’S Link Coffee Shop celebrated 20 years of Christian witness and 
service to the community last month. 

It is managed by 150 volunteers from churches of all denominations in Tilehurst. 
The Coffee Shop provides a place where all members of the community are made 
welcome. Customers can ask for family and friends to be included in the prayers 
which begin and end each day. Eileen White, church warden at St George’s, 
Tilehurst, makes cakes every week for the coffee shop. She said: ‘All of the local 
churches are involved, including the five Anglican ones. It’s run purely by volunteers 
and all of the profits go to charities nominated by the churches.’ 

An antipodean trip 



BISHOP John recently headed to New 
Zealand to celebrate the anniversary of 
the founding of the Diocese of Nelson. 

Bishop Edmund Hobhouse was or- 
dained as bishop in the Diocese of Oxford 
before heading to Nelson to found the 
diocese there 150 years ago. 

Bishop Edmund had been a vicar at the 
former St Peter in the East Church in 
Oxord, which is now a library. 

He was consecrated a bishop by Samuel 
Wilberforce, given his episcopal ring by 
him and then sent to New Zealand. 

He arrived in Nelson by steamer on 18 
February 1959 with the Royal Charter, 
signed by Queen Victoria, which gave Nel- 
son city status. 

He was welcomed by local Maori (in- 
digenous Polynesian people of New 
Zealand,). 

Bishop John was the guest speaker at 
the a special diocesan service to celebrate 
the installation of the Rt Revd Hobhouse, 
where he preached on climate change. 


He was then part of the annual clergy 
and leaders conference in Nelson, where 
he taught on discipleship from the book 
of Philippians. 

From there he travelled to Christ 
Church, which was also founded by the 
Oxford Diocese, where he led another 
clergy conference and preached in the 
cathedral. 

Bishop John said: ‘I visited New Zealand 
to celebrate the strong links between the 
Diocese of Oxford and the Anglican 
Church in the country. 

‘There’s a freshness and robustness 
about New Zealanders, and a great affec- 
tion for England. 

‘I celebrated with these good people as 
they made the most of their Christian her- 
itage and as they looked forward confi- 
dently to their Christian future.’ 

In between the conferences Bishop 
John and his wife, Wendy, were able to ex- 
plore other parts of the country. 


■■ WlM 
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Living library 

CHRISTIANS are being urged to take 
part in a Living Library project in Milton 
Keynes. 




The project gives the opportunity to 
people to visit a library with a difference - 
the ‘books’ are actual human beings who 
can be ‘borrowed’ for up to half an hour 
to chat. ‘Books’ may include a fire fighter, 
police officer, World War Two evacuee or 


a nun. 
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The event takes place on Saturday, 1 3 





AUTHORS 


PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION, NON FICTION. 
BIOGRAPHY, MEMOIR, HISTORICAL, 
POETRY. SPIRITUAL/SELF-HELP, 
RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 

2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athenapress.com 

info@athenapress.com 



01908 254051 





A TASTER session for a Mothers’ Union 
Parenting Programme takes place in Mil- 
ton Keynes on Saturday 20 June, 2pm to 
4pm. 

? The arm of the session is to introduce 
people to the main programme, which 
takes place to train people as Parenting 
Group Facilitators. So far courses have 

''' # |fe ' *■ . rf . ‘Y ‘ . 'i . ^ 

been held in Cuddesdon, but it is hoped 
that one will take place in the Milton 
Keynes area. 

Parenting Group Facilitators run groups 
for parents, where ideas for parenting can 
be discussed and solutions to problems 
can be shared. 

The taster session takes place at All 
Saints, Loughton. For more information 
see www.muoxford.org.uk or contact the 
project co-ordinator, Pennie Kennedy on 
projects@muoxford.co.uk or 01 865 
848633. 



SOLICITORS 
Have you made a Will? 

Do you need advice on inheritance tax? 
Are you buying or selling a property? 

Do you need advice on 
company/commercial matters? 

Call us now to speak to one of our 
solicitors for a no obligation chat 

on 01 753 580705 

The Green, Datchet, Berkshire SL3 9AS 
www.schroder-reid.com 


Gileod 
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Gilead Foundations Addiction Coun- 
selling Training School at Risdon Farm. 
Jacobstowe. near Okehampton offers the fol- 
lowing Diploma programme covering 
Restoration Ministry (1 1 courses) 

150 hours: £385 
Recovery Support Counselling 
(17 courses) 

280 hours: £530 

Addiction Studies (23 courses) 

350 hours: £700 

Gilead Foundations is also offering 

- Biblical Systematic theology 

- The Holy Spirit 

- The Person of Jesus Christ: £250 

At Gilead Foundations we use the Genesis 
Process Relapse Prevention programme with 
our clients. This training and the Genesis 
tools are used throughout the programme at 
Gilead: £318 We also have a correspondence 
course on counselling by Jay Adams: £954 


SPECIAL OFFER 

Gilead Foundations is offering a limited number of scholarship places to suitable candidates who would like 

to study at ACTS. Don’t lose out. sign up NOW 
The details: 

• Training period: approx 12 months 

• Accommodation: Accommodation at Gilead Foundations. Risdon Farm will be free. If you are eligible for 

housing benefit. Gilead Foundations will be claiming for this. Food will be 
supplied in the community dining room, free of charge. 

• Typical week: 5 days training (2 days in the classroom and 3 days practical at the rehabilitation centre). 1 

day off. plus all trainees would be expected to be at the Gilead church on Sunday morning. 

• Codes of practice: Trainees must agree to abide by a code of practice (a copy is available on application). 

• Study materials: All study material will be paid for by Gilead Foundations 

If you, or someone you know would like more information about ACTS or would 

like to make an application, please contact: 

Laura Atm Tel: 01837 851240. 

Fax: 01837 851520. laura.alm@gilead.org.uk.www.gilead.org.uk 
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Stained Glass 
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01494 • 773712 
David Wasley MA * FMGP 
www. 3rdmillenniumartists. co.uk 


COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 





Oxford 
Christian 
Institute for 
Counselling 

Need someone to talk 
to in confidence? 



fsmmmii 









OCIC offers counselling to 
individuals addressing a wide range 
of emotional, spiritual and pastoral 
needs by trained and experienced 
counsellors who are Christian. Lim- 
ited bursary help 





available. 

. 

mlUM 



www.ocic.org.uk 

OCIC, The Priory Annexe 
85, Old High Street, Headington 
0X3 9HT 

01865 308889 


counselling@ocic.org.uk 


Registered Charity Number 291819 





BOOKKEEPING 

Robert Ryan 

Manual & Computerised Record Keeping, 
Annual Accounts, VAT & Tax Returns. 
ICB qualified. Friendly and personal service. 

Tel: 01 865 510689 



GREENS FUNERAL 
SERVICES 

Established 1866 

A family owned business with five 
generations of experience, offering a 
personal dignified 24 hour service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

Directors Annie Green and Ian Green 

21 High Street, Eynsham, Oxford 

Tel: 01865 880837 
Fax: 01 865 882831 


8 Bridge Street, Witney, 
Oxford & Memorial Showroom 

Telephone 01993 776486 
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Taking loneliness seriously 


Glyn Evans reports on how 
an Oxford-based charity 
serves people hurt by 
loneliness. 

THE Archway Foundation, a voluntary or- 
ganisation, founded on Christian values, 
has been working in Oxford city for 27 
years. 

Archway has seen thousands of lonely 
people through its services during that 
time. ‘We have only really touched the 
surface of loneliness in the city, let alone 
reaching those who are experiencing 
loneliness in the towns and villages of the 
county,’ said Sheila Furlong, Archway’s di- 
rector. 

Sheila was speaking at a recent confer- 
ence held in Oxfordshire to which Arch- 
way had invited delegates from a range of 
organisations. The event aimed to raise 
the profile of the issue of loneliness and 
to promote the developing work of the or- 
ganisation beyond the city. 

‘ Loneliness makes me feel a 
prisoner in my own home. ’ 


A recent Archway development in 
Abingdon is a twice-monthly social 
evening. It has scope for further work 
providing befriending for those not ready 
for a social group, and in offering trans- 
port to those who need it. Archway has 
been in discussion with other agencies in- 
terested in supporting the lonely, includ- 
ing the Church. Sheila said: ‘Sometimes a 
group of people may be willing to organ- 
ise a project in their locality but are wor- 
ried about policies, procedures, police 
checks etc. 

‘Archway can help with this background 
structural and organisational support, but 
we need local groups and people to pro- 
vide the volunteers and the venues. Natu- 
rally, coming from Christian foundations 
we look to the churches as partners in 


this, but also to a wide range of commu- 
nity groups.’ 

Archway provides services to people of 
all faiths and none, but at the same time is 
proud of its Christian foundation. Its 
strap-line is ‘Serving people hurt by lone- 
liness’ and is motivated by the Christian 
notion of service. 

‘By 2021 it is projected that some 37 per 
cent of people will live in single occu- 
pancy households. It’s not always easy to 
project loneliness quite so effectively. But 
our experience suggests that many of 
those people will end up feeling lonely,’ 
said Sheila. 

The Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt Revd 
Colin Fletcher, opened the conference. 
He reminded delegates of the story of 
Adam and Eve in the book of Genesis, 
which shows God’s fundamental concern 
for companionship. ‘People are often 
alone in the Bible, and in the Christian 
tradition,’ he said. ‘They go apart from 
others to seek God. But that is not the 
same as loneliness. Loneliness is forced on 
people rather than chosen.’ 

That point was underlined by video 
clips of people who come to Archway serv- 
ices. ‘Loneliness makes me feel a prisoner 
in my own home,’ said one. ‘I can cope 
with the cancer,’ said another. ‘It’s the 
loneliness that’s killing me.’ 

Linda Watson, Chief Executive of the 
Oxfordshire Rural Community Council, 
spoke about the difference between isola- 
tion and loneliness. ‘Isolation brings a 
particular set of problems, loneliness an- 
other set’ said Linda, ‘If a rural person is 
both isolated and lonely their needs are 
compounded.’ Loneliness is not confined 
to older people but can affect all ages. 
ORCC works to encourage balanced and 
cohesive communities and both to assess 
and respond to the needs of people who 
live in rural areas. 

Linda welcomed Archway’s plans to de- 
velop services outside Oxford. ‘Commu- 
nity needs, and community development, 
is at the heart of the ORCC,’ she said. ‘We 
hope to be working closely with Archway 
as it expands into villages.’ 

Maggie Dent, a health improvement 



A cafe run in partnership with St Columbus URC 
* • Oxford and the Archway Foundation 


provides a place for up to 30 people to meet and 

M. A. M. M. 

socialise each week. 

Volunteers run the cafe, which attracts people of 

all ages from a variety of backgrounds. It was set up 

because a previous minister decided the church 

building should be used for more community 
. , , ° 
activities. 

Co-ordinator, Ruth Sutherland, said: ‘Some have had learning disabilities or mental 
jalth problems. As a result some can’t get a iob, or aren’t able to go out and 

are from an range of backgrounds and it’s surprising how well th 
on. Some of them have started going to other Archway social events. One has 
the church.’ There is no religious content to the cafe, but the 
in from time to time to chat to the people who attend. 

Ruth’s husband, Wilson, added: ‘It’s about showing the love of Christ to the world.’ 






practitioner from the Oxfordshire Pri- 
mary Care Trust, said: ‘Recent research 
highlights that loneliness can contribute 
to high blood pressure, lower resistance 
to infection, decrease the sufferer’s ability 

‘ Loneliness is forced on 
people , rather than chosen. ’ 

to live a healthy lifestyle and has been 
cited as a possible cause of Alzheimer’s in 
some people. Yet loneliness as a subject 
does not figure in any of the strategic 
health documents we produce. 

‘However, partnerships with local com- 
munity organisations who help provide 
people with support, a sense of compan- 
ionship, and a focus in life need to be 
strengthened and further developed to 
ensure that there is a holistic approach to 
people’s health and social needs.’ 

Bishop Colin reminded us of the fa- 
mous saying of Archbishop Temple that 
the Church exists for those who are not 
members. That puts concern for others, 
including those experiencing loneliness, 
at the heart of the work of churches. 

We were all uncertain of the prevalence 
of loneliness in the county. There are so 
few ways of quantifying and measuring its 
presence. Archway will go on raising 
awareness of the need to take the issue se- 
riously and encouraging the churches, 
and also the community and statutory 
agencies in helping to provide appropri- 
ate responses to those experiencing lone- 
liness. 

The Revd Canon Glyn Evans is Diocesan 
Rural Officer and South East Co-ordinator 
of the Farm Crisis Network. 


ONLINE 


For more information about Archway 

see www.archwayfoundation.org.uk 

or call 01865 790552. 



aritans - 08457 909090 
(24 hours) 

Mind -0845 766 0163 
Age Concern - 0800 00 99 66 
Rural Stress Helpline - 0845 094 8286 
Farm Crisis Network - 0845 367 9990 












Bishop John has given his seal of ap- 
roval to Fusion YAC events, describing 
lem as: The kind of holistic mission 
hich I am advocating strongly at the 
eart of our key priorities in the diocese.’ 
Future events are set to take place at 
ylesbury Court at South Court, Ayles- 


our 


but to encourage them to knit to- ton’s 
- families, neighbours, generations Read 


While we make a big deal of 
Mothering Sunday, it’s easy for 
us to over-look Fathers’ Day, 
(originally St Joseph’s Day) - 
21 June. Here, father of three, 
Ian Macdonald, tells us his 
experiences of being a dad. 

he editor asked me the ques- 
tion, ‘What does Fathers’ Day 
look like in your household?’ 
My immediate thought was the 
apocryphal quote from a child 
who said: ‘Fathers’ Day is like Mothers’ 
day .... but you spend less.’ 

I’m not sure that we have any well estab- 
lished traditions. Oh, other than the boys 
are most insistent that on any special day 
(Fathers’ Day included) that I must cook 
a ‘proper’ breakfast for us all. This is one 
that involves eggs, bacon, sausage and all 
the trimmings. 

‘...every day is “Fathers’ 
Day” as I consider it such a 
privilege to be a dad... ’ 


of blessing all wrapped up together. Had- 
don often tells me ‘It’s not easy for me’ 
and I have to encourage him to try or to 
take a new challenge. 

This is even harder because my instinct 
is to protect but I know that he needs to 
find independence and that he will only 
be able to do this by getting out, explor- 
ing and learning without me to rely on. 
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‘My instinct is to protect but 
I know he needs to find in- 
dependence... ’ 


I generally get a card or three and it will 
always involve the whole family gathered 
on one bed to open them. A present will 
be a weird and wonderful homemade cre- 
ation (which I love) or a bottle of beer. 


My children are good at this as they 
reckon the sillier the name on the beer 
the more I like it, so they love choosing 
the likes of ‘Waggledance’ or ‘Bishops Fin- 
ger’. In another sense, though, every day 
is ‘Fathers’ Day’ as I consider it such a priv- 
ilege to be a dad. You never know what 
surprise, special moment or spontaneous 
event will occur in the midst of the chal- 
lenges and endless tasks of being a parent. 

Jo and I have three wonderfully chaotic 
and tun children railed Haddon, Ellie and 
Sam. They range in age from 14 to nine 
and are all quite different. 

I also think I learn an enormous 
amount from my children. My daughter 


especially enjoys late night chats and I am 
challenged by her questions or insights 
ranging from the guinea pigs to theology. 

My youngest, Sam, loves the outdoors 
and I have to learn that connecting with 
him will involve being out on the skate- 
boards or bikes even if I’d prefer to be in- 
side with a beer and a newspaper. 

The editor was also interested in what 
fatherhood means to me, especially being 
the parent of a special needs child (our 
eldest has cerebral palsy) . 

0 f a special needs child 
probably needs a whole cw 

me it’s a heart-breaking, life-affirming, 

doubly exhausting and a surprising source 


In the last year this has meant retrieving 
him from ‘missing persons’ at a couple of 
events and one memorable occasion when 
he handed himself in at a police station. 
One of the great things about Haddon is 
he feels happy talking to anyone so going 
around town with him can be daunting 
but delightful. I’ve learnt a lot from him 
about being open to other people. 

I think I see and experience fatherhood 
as an adventure; battling, laughing and 
encouraging on a mission to help my chil- 
dren to grow up into all God has made 
them to be. It is a humbling and exciting 
privilege with mistakes a plenty and a con- 
stant need to recognise they have grown 
into a new phase, where what worked and 
was relevant yesterday no longer is. Trying 
to give the right level of boundary but en- 
couraging opportunity is really hard to 
J • 

Ian Macdonald is the Diocesan ivw-. 
Adviser. 
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sumo wrestling and a wind tunnel face painting, balloon modelling, a tug-of- 


were among the activities that at- war and water volleyball, a jumping castle, 
tracted more than 700 people to a fun wind tunnel and a St George’s Costume 
day at St George’s, Wheadey. Drama. 

The event was organised by Fusion Fusion YAC’s strapline is Together With 
Youth and Community, an international Hope. The organisation was founded in 
Christian organisation with a national of- 2003 as a response to socially at risk young 
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fice in Oxfordshire. Activities included 

is . 






people in suburban Sydney. The Wheat- 
ley event took place to mark St George’s 
Day. 

Gordon Ewbank, co-ordinator, said: 
‘The whole event was a gift from the local 
church to the local community.’ 

Dan Evenhuis, Fusion YAC’s national di- 
rector, said: ‘This type of event brings peo- 
ple together in a large scale. Community 
celebration and our experience has 
shown that this is a very effective way of 
building social capital. 

‘At a time when our young people are 






is a would be 


ONLINE 
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For more information visit 
www.fusionyac.org and click on 
events. 
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STUART TOWNEND - CREATION SINGS 

CD & BONUS DVD ONLY £9.97 


THE MOVIE FOR YOU, YOUR MARRIAGE, CHURCH 
HOUSE GROUP, WOMEN'S MEETINGS, OUTREACH.. 

★★★★★★★★★★ 10/10 Cross Rhythms 


When it comes to love stories, Hollywood 
finishes before "I do." Fireproof brought a new 
kind of love story to cinemas across the USA 
and audiences fell in love with it! Fireproof is 
an action-packed love story about a firefighter, 
his wife and a marriage worth rescuing! 


7 cried throughout. It is wonderful, pow- 
erful, and probably the best movie I've 
seen. The Gospel is well presented, as is 
what a true conversion is . " 

Kevin, a customer 


'In this day and age where sex and bad 
language is the main focus in all movies, 
it was brilliant to watch a movie with 
some humor, lots of action and definitely 
a message that will make a difference . 
I watched it last night with my wife and 
youngest daughter and already I have 
started to make some adjustments . " 

Kobus, a customer 


THIS IS A MOVIE THAT WIIL IMPACT COUPII 
IN A PROFOUND WAY FOR DECADES TO COT 

BFNNIS MIMY PBESIDENT FXMHYIIH J 


STUJRTTQWNfNO 

& cRunmcs 


BUY BOTH ONLINE AT www.crossrhythms.co.uk/direct 

I OR PHONE 01782 251000 

MUSIC, BOOKS & DVDS FOR LIFE! j jglggg ^ 

Also get thousands of CDs at ONLY £9.97 & over 40,000 books & DVDs at great prices! 


WAKE UP TO 



The Son is a proactive, provocative 
and uncompromising newspaper 
which aims to put Jesus back at the 
centre of society. 

Written and presented in an easy to 
read tabloid style, based on the UK's 
biggest circulation newspapers, The 
Son is an ideal tool to reach 
believers and unbelievers as well. 

As well as up-to-the-minute news, 
showbiz and sport from the paper, we bring you some 
groundbreaking exclusives and insight from The Son’s 
brilliant team of columnists. 

The current edition ofThe Son includes stories on Lewis 
Hamilton, Kaka, Yazz and many more. 

It’s an ideal tool for outreach. Why not use The Son to reach 
your community? i i 

Order your copies today: www.theson.org.uk 
or call The Son hotline on 01752 225623. 

‘Enjoyed the paper - looks great. Well done!’ 

Jeremy Vine 
BBC Radio 2 




Harvest 
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Features 


OK so there are problems. Going to church is a risky business, fraught with tripwires and potential embarrassments. 
Nevertheless it’s one of the most common human activities in the world, writes The Rt Revd John Pritchard. 



Because we're looking for a frame- 
work to live in 

j here are huge gains to be found in 
the freedom and honesty that char- 

Jk. acterize the early twenty-first century. 

New technologies bring the world to 
our living rooms and give us hope for all 
kinds of medical breakthroughs and other 
benefits. There is less hypocrisy, more 
openness and greater sensitivity to minori- 
ties. On the other hand, the exponential 
changes in every aspect of contemporary 
living have brought bewilderment and 
confusion to many of us. 

We face ethical questions daily of which 
earlier generations simply couldn’t have 
conceived. In many ways we’ve outgrown 
our moral and spiritual strength. Many 
people, therefore, turn to the Church to 
find a framework of values, and habits of 
thought and action, that offer some san- 
ity in this spinning world. It’s happened 
before - every few centuries people dis- 
cover the Church’s faith afresh and won- 
der why nobody has ever told them about 
it. 

It’s a place of moral seriousness in a 
trimalized culture 

any people grow weary of the ab- 
surd excesses of a culture that re- 
i Jt duce everything to the level of 
entertainment. 

Ours is a culture where (judging by the 
money and media coverage involved) 
celebrity is more important than serious 
moral debate. 

Climate scientists tell us we’re still drink- 
ing cocktails on the Titanic as the lifeboats 
are being launched. In this context, the 
Church can be a serious debater, offering 
thoughtful, measured and positive reflec- 
tions on social and political issues. Not 
that everybody appreciates such contribu- 
tions, but most thinking people realize 
that the great faith traditions draw on an- 
cient wisdom which cannot be ignored, 
and that religion and politics are inextri- 
cably mixed as they pursue the common 
good. Church, then, seems a good place 
to go to in order to be part of an impor- 
tant moral discourse. And anything is bet- 
ter than Big Brothel. 

Churches make an honest attempt 
at community in a culture that’s for- 
gotten how to do it. 

s society fragments, church is one 
place where there’s a genuine at- 
tempt to build a diverse, welcoming, 
all-age community which crosses the falsify- 
ing barriers of our common humanity and 
celebrates the fascinating variety of our 
human heritage. 

We have to learn to live together con- 
structively on this crowded planet. In 
church we meet people of all intellectual 
and social backgrounds; we meet people 
who we would never otherwise encounter, 
let alone share a meal with. 

We meet the high achiever, the strug- 
gle^ the notorious sinner and the occa- 
sional saint, the activist and the 
contemplative, the youthful idealist and 


the wizened warrior of forgotten battles. 
These are God’s people, who you can ei- 
ther see as God’s wounded disciples or the 
unlikely shock-troops of the kingdom, 
both are true. 

Bel Mooney, writing in The Sunday Times 
at Easter, asked: ‘Does the Church matter? 
It does. Looking around at babies in arms, 
oblivious toddlers scampering up the 
aisle, teenagers in jeans, the middle-aged, 
the elderly; contemplating the idea of sac- 
rifice, hearing prayers for mercy and the 
injunction “Go in peace”, I realised two 
important things. First, I could not quar- 
rel with anything in the message of the 
service. Second, that the feeling of com- 
munity I took home with my palm cross 
represents far more than my neighbour- 
hood here in Bath.” When community 
works, it shows. 

I'm a learner, and Church seems to 
be a community of learners 

t its best, the Church knows it’s a 

school for the learning of an earthy 
J holiness. 

There’s an attractive humility about 
such a Church because it doesn’t presume 
to have all the answers in a neatly wrapped 
package with a silver bow, but to be a com- 
munity of learners gathered around the 
life of Jesus. 

It’s a process of formation, not informa- 
tion. It’s ‘learning Christ’ as St Paul puts it. 
One of the earliest descriptions of the 
Christian faith was simply ‘the Way’, and 
those who go to church and call them- 
selves Christians certainly fall off the Way 
regularly. The difference is, instead of 
lying in the ditch and cursing the slippery 
path, they climb back on to it again and 
keep going. Make no mistake - Christians 
don’t claim moral superiority. Repentance 
is a lifelong process. We’ll be learners to 
the end. 


The building talks a different lan- 
guage, and it’s fascinating 

ere the Church is a positive mag- 
net, drawing people into its deep 
rhythms and its silent music. 

In our crowded lives, space is hard to 
find. Space to think or stop thinking, 
space to reflect, space to rest, to be still, to 
be . . . churches are past masters at this. 
They offer nonjudgemental space for us 
to sift our experiences and sort out our 
dilemmas. They cleanse us. On a good 
day, with a following wind, they may even 
leave us feeling embraced, understood, 
loved. Churches can do all this without a 
word of worship being spoken. 

Because I might strike lucky 

may get a really interesting sermon 
from a thoughtful priest who obviously 
cares about ideas, listens to what’s going 
on in the world, and tries to make some 
sense of it all; and who obviously cares 
about God. 

There aren’t many contexts today where 
you can hear a careful, well-informed and 
imaginative conversation between the wis- 
dom of God in the Bible and the experi- 
ence of human beings in the world. And if 
it’s not always like that, there’s always next 
week! 

Because I might want to get in 
touch with God 

he writer Julian Barnes started a Lent 
talk on Radio 4 in 2008 by saying: “I 
don’t believe in God, but I miss 

him.” 

Many people are in that position today, 
but some of them want to go a step fur- 
ther and see if they can actually get in 
touch with the elusive Stranger. 


Reluctantly, perhaps, they might come 
to church because God might be there. 
For others, worship is as natural as breath- 
ing. Worship isn’t for sycophants who seek 
to buy off a narcissistic God with constant 
affirmation; it’s for people who seek to live 
the truth of their nature as made by God, 
in God, and for God - who is Love. Since 
80 per cent of the world’s population 
practise a faith, it seems that most people 
know this. 

Because when times are hard, there 
are resources to be found there 

ou don’t have to be strong all the time. 
The myth of constant success is a hard 
myth to live by but we often spend our 
lives trying to ascend the ladders that soci- 
ety puts before us. 

Sometimes we just run out of puff and 
need to recuperate and reassess. Strangely 
that’s often when we encounter Christ 
who came down the ladder in the incar- 
nation, and who now sits with those who 
can’t climb any more. Churches can be 
places of rest, companionship and restora- 
tion. And if forgiveness needs to be part 
of the deal, the Church specializes in that 
too. 

There's a saint or two to be found 
in there, and saints are exciting 

ost of us are just a shadow of our 
future selves, and it’s good to get a 
a t jl glimpse of what a human being is 
meant to be. 

This is an edited extract of Going to 
Church: A user's guide by John Pritchard 
(SPCK)£8.99. 

Win a copy of Bishop 
John 9 s new book 

Going to Church, a User's Guide offers 
humour and insight to both the 
disillusioned churchgoer and the nervous 
contemplator. And the Door has three 
copies to give away. 

to be in with a chance of winning send 
your name, address and postcode to 
Going to Church prize draw, The Door, 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey 
Lane, Oxford, OX2 0NB. the closing date 
for entries is 1 3 June. 
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Feature 


As a group of people prepare to be ordained Deacons and begin serving in parishes in the 
Oxford Diocese this month, the Door launches a series on Christians and vocations. 

From publishing to curacy 


South Central Ministry 
Training Course - Oxford 

Teaching people 
to handle the Word of God 

Regional Ministry Training Course open to men 
and women from across the region (within about an 
hour to an hour and a half of Oxford) who want to 
be equipped to teach the Bible in a variety of con- 
texts. Ideal for congregation members, church 
workers and apprentices. 

Course One day a week (Tuesdays 10:15-3:30); 
three 10 week terms (£100 per term); optional 2 nd 
year. Running since 2005. Course starts 22/09/09. 

Content Chronological Bible overview, 6 Bible 
books, doctrine, practical ministry, workshop 
groups. 

Leaders The course is taught by church leaders 
from across the region including Andrew Ather- 
stone, Anthony Bewes, Paul Bolton, Peter Comont, 
Vaughan Roberts, Will Stileman and Keith Stokes. 

For more information or an application form contact 
Matt Morgan: 

01865 240438, admin@southcentralmtc.org or 
www.southcentralmtc.org 


St Luke’s Church and 
community centre, 
Canning Crescent 



Love in Action 
Community Outreach 
Worker(s) 

Supporting children, families and young 
people in South Oxford: 
flexible arrangements for either one 
full-time or two part-time workers. 
Salary £16,000 - £17,000 (pro rata for split 
duties), dependent on experience 
In partnership with the Grandpont Chil- 
dren’s Centre, we are offering a one-year 
appointment with long-term potential (sub- 
ject to funding) to strengthen the team of 
staff and volunteers led by our curate. St 
Luke’s is on the southern edge of the city, 
serving a diverse community. 
Application pack from: 

Rev Jane Sherwood 

St Luke’s Church, Canning Crescent, Ox- 
ford 01865 251616 
StLukes@freenet.co.uk 


Closing date for applications: Monday 15 
June 2009 



for your few m&mmm, 


Cornerstone Vision publishes 
this Diocesan newspaper. We 
also serve the needs of 
businesses all over the UK with 
excellent design and print 
services 

• Business Stationery j 

• Brochures 

• Leaflets • Websites 

For a competitive quote and j 
great customer service 

Tel: 01752 225623 

service@ 

cornerstone vision . com 


hen The Revd Becky 
Bevan left her job as pub- 
lishing director at Lion 
Publishing, she did not re- 
alise she was on a journey 
towards ordination. 

The married mother-of-two who is now 
curate at St Mary’s Thatcham says her jour- 
ney towards realising that she might be 
called to ordained ministry was far from 
straightforward. ‘It was quite the reverse. 
It’s very hard for me to put my finger on 
where the journey began, and there is 
nothing linear about the events which fol- 
lowed,’ says Becky, who recendy gave a talk, 
‘From Publishing to Curacy’ at the Berk- 


‘God calls you from your 
heart's desire. ’ 


shire Vocations Fellowship. This gave her 
the chance to share her story with those 
who were in the early stages of discerning 
God’s calling on their lives. 

She says: ‘The tipping point for me, 
though I didn’t realise it at the time, was 
when I was still at Lion. My mother died 
and I think that was what made me reflect 
more deeply on what mattered to me; it was 
a catalyst for deepening my relationship 
with God. I found that my experience of 
loss widened my heart and gave me a new 
openness to other people and to God. I felt 
I didn’t want to just stay going through the 
motions, which is what I was doing work- 


ometimes we overly complicate our 
understanding of vocation, writes 

Caroline Windley. 

Recently I heard an analogy for vocation 
that I felt beautifully simplifies and clari- 
fies what Christian vocation or calling is all 
about. Imagine a traditional three layered 
wedding cake. 

The bottom layer is the foundation layer. 
This is a layer that represents a relation- 
ship, a marriage between husband and 
wife, and their close relationships in the 
community in which they live. So too voca- 
tion starts with the understanding that God 
calls each one of us to be in relationship 
with God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This 
is the essential supporting structure of all 
that we are and do. It is foundational. It is 
our primary vocation or calling. 

The second layer of the cake is customar- 
ily given away to people who are unable to 
be present at the marriage ceremony. The 


wise - and church-wise if I am honest.’ 

It was at a friend’s ordination service that 
Becky realised for the first time that God 
might be calling her to be a priest. She says: 
‘It was one of those moments when you 
have a feeling of destiny - 1 had a profound 
sense that I was being shown what the 
yearning I had experienced for some years 
was all about. But I still didn’t act on my in- 
stincts; there was reluctance in me to artic- 
ulate my growing sense of vocation. It 
doesn’t fall into place quickly for many 
people, and this was certainly true for me.’ 

After leaving Lion, Becky had begun writ- 
ing a book of prayers for children and was 
editor of a journal about spirituality and 
prayer, which gave her the opportunity to 
go deeper with God. ‘This was a time of 
great change for me. I felt that I was being 
given a new lease of life’ she says. ‘I offered 
myself as a reader (Licensed Lay Minister) 
and when I went to see the rector he asked 
me if I was sure I wasn’t being called to or- 
dination. I thought “I can’t shy away from 
this any longer” and I knew deep down that 
my vocation was to priesthood. God calls 
you from your heart’s desire - 1 believe that 
firmly, it just took me a while to discover 
what mine was.’ 

She described the selection process as 
humbling. ‘When you go off to a selection 
conference you are laying yourself open in 
all sorts of ways, not least to the possibility 
that you might have misread the signs. I 
think that’s why you have to be humble and 
simply offer yourself to the Church as 
someone who is trusting God for the future 
whatever that future might be. But it is an 
unsettling and emotional process, and not 


gift of a small piece of cake through the 
post, witnesses to the couple’s new way of 
relating through marriage by a small act of 
hospitality and generosity. So as Christians 
we too are called to give witness to our re- 
lationship to Christ, to live out our lives day 
by day according to God’s values and prin- 
ciples. 

Times are changing, but traditionally the 
top layer of the wedding cake (the small- 
est layer) would have been kept for the 
christening of the first child. It marks the 
fruit of the marriage relationship with the 
birth of a child. So our relationship with 
God, may bring to birth in us a desire to 
serve God in a particular way. This desire 
may be nurtured by events and circum- 
stances that take place in our lives; it may 
be nurtured by our gifts and abilities, or 
the issues that inspire us that we feel pas- 
sionate about. Our desire to serve God will 
also be framed by our personalities, the 


something to be embarked on lightly.’ 
‘People ask me how you know you are 
being called to ordination and it’s a diffi- 
cult question to answer because in many 
ways you don’t know, you just have a grow- 
ing sense that God is drawing you forward 
in a certain way. But there are signs, and 
this is because God works through people 
and circumstances as well as through our 
inner journey of prayer and reflection. Cer- 
tainly if prayerful people around you are 
asking you whether you feel that you might 
be called to ordination, that should be 
taken as something of a sign.’ She says 

‘God calls people of all shapes 
and sizes, with different 
gifts and enthusiasms. ’ 


there are times when most ordinands 
think: “I can’t believe someone as ill 
equipped and flaky as me can possibly have 
been called.” 

‘What’s been lovely about the ongoing 
journey of developing my vocation since 
being ordained is the gradual discovery of 
what I can offer by being most truly who I 
really am. That sounds a bit pretentious I 
know, but I think it is what vocation is all 
about. God calls people of all shapes and 
sizes, with different gifts and enthusiasms, 
and he calls them from the centre of who 
they really are. It’s about going with the 
grain, not against it,’ she says. 

Becky is married to Phillip Bevan, an ar- 
chitect. Their children are aged 11 and 13. 


kind of people we are, how we relate to 
others, etc. All these factors combine and 
interact in shaping how we as unique indi- 
viduals serve God in the world. This layer is 
the one we most typically think of when we 
hear the word vocation, but properly un- 
derstood, vocation starts two layers further 
down, in our relationship with God. If we 
forget this then all our vocational plans will 
collapse and crumble just as the top layer 
of the cake would collapse for lack of sup- 
port and purpose. 

If you would like help in discerning how 
the fruit of your relationship with God 
might take shape, please don’t hesitate to 
speak to one of the Diocesan Vocations Ad- 
visors. Your parish priest can put you in 
touch with someone in your area or you 
can contact Caroline Windley on 01865 
208283 who can put you in touch with a 
Vocations Advisor in your locality. 

Caroline Windley is Chair of the Vocations 
Advisers network. 


.So what is vocation ? 
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art of my Vocations Adviser role is 
to work with individuals who sense 
God calling them to move towards a 
particular vocation but may be unsure 
what this is or how to proceed, writes 
Nancy Wallace. 

I accompany them around the round- 
about, helping them see various routes, 
or recognise what they do now is the road 
God calls them to travel. I may travel with 
them a short way as a companion who lis- 
tens to the person and to God. It is a priv- 
ilege to hear ordinary and extraordinary 
stories of God’s call, to prayerfully sup- 


port and sometimes challenge. 

Being a Vocations Adviser is one of the 
best unpaid jobs in the Diocese. It is so ex- 
citing to see God at work. There are more 
than 30 of us who are deanery based, plus 
some specialist advisers. 

We are part of the Vocations Network, a 
team of lay and ordained men and 
women, appointed by the Bishops. Our 
role is to encourage vocations to a variety 
of lay and ordained ministries. 

We listen to and advise individuals 
about their vocation. For those exploring 
ministry requiring formal selection, see- 


ing a Vocations Adviser is a first step after 
discussion with the incumbent. 

In consultation with the incumbent we 
refer ordination candidates to the rele- 
vant Diocesan Director of Ordinands or 
Licensed Lay Minster candidates to the 
Archdeaconry Adviser for Licensed Lay 
Ministry (AALLM). 

We are part of the discernment and ad- 
visory process, but do not make decisions 
about selection. We sometimes organise 
events, such as one planned in Aylesbury 
for 1 7 October 2009. More details will be 
announced later. 














: 









People being ordained Deacon on Sunday 5 July 2009: 


David and Hannah Cleugh (Dorchester), Matthew Coles (Chesham), Beth Honey (St Peter, Furze Platt), George Howard 
(Iver), Andrew Kearns (St Andrew and St Mary Magdalene, Maidenhead), Mark Meardon (Hazlemere), Carol Peters 
(Ivinghoe), Andrew Pritchard (Cogges, Witney), David Reid (St Ebbes, Headington), Gillian Straine (Kidlington), Simon 
Wearn (Faringdon), Murray Woolnough (St Nicolas, Newbury). 



oung people who think they may 
be being called into ordained min- 
istry are at the centre of a national 
campaign launched by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams. 

The Call Waiting... campaign features 
a new website, an A4 magazine full of es- 
sential information for prospective ordi- 
nands, and eye-catching posters. Audio 
interviews with real-life young ordinands, 
curates and priests on the Call Waiting 
website chronicle the journey from initial 
sense of calling through discernment to 
training and ministry. 

They share the joys, thoughts and wor- 
ries encountered along the route to or- 
dained ministry. These interviews are 
accompanied by articles outlining the 
stages between the first meeting with a 


parish priest to explore a calling to min- 
istry, and the final stage, a Bishops’ Advi- 
sory Panel; a glossary of Church jargon; 
helpful prayers; a feature on people with 
callings in the Bible; an introduction by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury; and more 
useful features. 

The Call Waiting magazine contains a 
selection of all this information and will 
be handed out via stalls, seminars and 
workshops at events such as the Green- 
belt Christian Festival this summer in 
Cheltenham. 


ONLINE 


Visit www.callwaiting.org.uk to find 




out more. 
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FAVOURITE HYMNS - Volumes l-XII 

by Derrick Hanson have themes as diverse as 
Christmas, Poetry, Charles Wesley’s 
hymns, ‘Our Time’, Prayer, Scripture, 
Special Occasions, the Great 
Composers, the Victorian Era, the 20th 
Century -with historical background, 
words and music - with hymnwriters from Isaac 
Watts (1674-1 748), ‘the father of 
English hymnody’ to Fred Pratt Green 
(1903-2000) - and a complimentary 
CD of the chosen tunes. For an 
illustrated leaflet, contact Grasshopper 
Publishing, Box 95, Liverpool L37 7WX or 
01704-874040 or 
www.grasshopperpublishing.ltd.uk. 




Benefice Administrator 


Do you have administrative skills 
and can you communicate effec- 
tively with a wide range of people? 
The Parishes of Bloxham, Mil- 
combe and South Newington are 
looking for a Benefice Administra- 
tor to help with the smooth run- 
ning of three busy parishes. Good 
organisational and computer skills 
are essential together with self-mo- 
tivation and a sense of humour. 
20 hours/week flexible Monday - 
Friday 
£7,500 pa 

For further details please contact 
The Revd. Sarah Tillett, St. Mary’s 
Vicarage Church Street, Bloxham, 
Banbury OX15 4ET 
07764608796 or stillett@btinter- 
net.com 
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CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS? 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam &. fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote DR/6/09 



Call an Autosave Personal 
Advisor now on 0845 122 6902. 

We'll save you time: 

Our experienced advisors 
can help you decide on the 
right car for your needs. 


We'll give you total peace of 
| mind: 

- • Minimum 12 months parts 

& labour guarantee 
| • Minimum 12 months 

roadside assistance 
HPI/VMC mileage and 
history check 

Free accident management 
scheme. 

We'll give you excellent value: 

Passing on the benefits of 
out massive buying power 
Cars fiom just £2,995 
Part exchanges welcome 
Finance available 






...we can find 
the right car for 


you! 



"Thank you for your he 
and advice, hard work 

a?%&alaBa«a 

and patience with our 

recent car purchase. It is 

! ideal just what we had 

, , . „ 


hoped for." 

Rev & Mrs Laws 


www.autosave.co.uk 



Call now: 0845 122 6902 


OUR TEAM HAS OVER 25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING VEHICLES TO 
THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 


autosave# 


good news for car buyers 



Tel: 020 7898 1800 
Web: www.cepb.org.uk/appeals 
Email: enquiries@cepb.c-of-e.org 
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With supported housing and nursing care, the Church 
of England Pensions Board provides security and peace 


lives towards helping others in the name of Christ, in- 
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We rely on donations and legacies to continue this 

much needed work. 
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PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN 
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The Church of England Pensions Board (CTD06/( 
FREEPOST 898, LONDON SW1P 3YS 


Registered Charity Number; 236627 
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Courses, training, conferences & workshops in June 2009 


The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on 
church noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church 
House. The deadline for the July/ August 2009 issue is 5 June. 


AMERSHAM ON THE HILL: St 

Michael and All Angels Church, 

7.45pm until 9.1 5pm. Book study - 
What is the point of being a Christian? 
by Dominican Friar Timothy Radcliffe. 
Come along and discuss this book 
which is described as a ‘breath of fresh 
air’. Details 01 494 726680. Also on 
Tuesday 9 June. 



OXFORD: Christ Church Cathedral 
in the Priory Room at 1 0.1 5am. 

Retired Clergy Association meeting 
with talk by John McLaughlin ‘Care for 
the mentally ill - an Oxford answer’. 
Bring and share lunch - Details 
roland@canonmeredith.free-online. 
co.uk 

STOKE POGES: Quiet Garden at 
Stoke Park Farm, Park Road, Stoke 
Poges SL2 4PG from 1 0am - 
1 2noon. ‘Listening through out senses 
- seeing we do not see’. Tel: 01 753 
644273. 

Saturday 8 


EAST HAGBOURNE: The fifth 
annual Scarecrow Trail is taking place 
in East Hagbourne until 7 June. Tea 
and cakes available at St Andrews 
Church from 3pm - 5pm on 6 June. 
Details 01 235 81 3826. 

ASCOTT-UNDER-WYCHWOOD: 

Open air event with grand piano in the 
garden at The Orchard, 1 The Green. 
Gates open at 6pm. A summer 
evening ‘Prom’ picnic. Tickets £8. 
Details 01 993 831621. 

STRATTON AUDLEY: Open 
Gardens & Scarecrow Trail at 2pm - 
6pm. Tickets on arrival at the church. 
Details 01 869 277495. 

BECKLEY: St Mary’s Church. 
Concert for flute and harpsichord from 
the Renaissance to the present at 
7.30pm. Details 01 865 351 270. 

TWYFORD: St Mary’s Church 2pm- 
5pm - Teddy bear weekend. Come 
along for lots of teddy bear fun. 

Sunday 7 


AMERSHAM ON THE HILL: 

Creative, contemplative ‘Fresh 
Expressions’ worship at St Michael 
and All Angels at 6pm. Imaginative 
use of teaching, liturgy, music and 
stillness. Details 01494 726680. 


ordering appeal. Tickets available from 
church. Details 01 908 665341 . 

TWYFORD: St Mary’s Church. 
Special Sunday service at 1 1 am to be 
followed by teddy bears picnic (bring 
your own). 

Wednesday 10 


MARSWORTH: All Saints Church at 
8pm. Jazz 3000 Big Band concert. 
Details 01 296 660711. 

Saturday 13 


CHESHAM: Christ Church, 
Waterside at 7.30pm. Concert by 
Chess Valley male voice choir in aid of 
The Children’s Society. Details 01 296 
613644. 

OXFORD: Littlemore village hall, 
Railway Lane - church fete. 

FRINGFORD: Candleford beer 
festival and fayre at Fringford cricket 
green from 1 2noon - 1 1 pm in aid of 
Fringford Church Restoration fund. 

EAST HAGBOURNE: St Andrews 
are holding their annual church fete at 
2.1 5pm. Fancy dress and theme is 
‘musicals’. 

IVINGHOE: Summer fete. Fancy 
dress theme is ‘The four seasons’. 
Parade starts at Pitstone Memorial hall 
at 1 .30pm. Arrive at The lawn, 

Ivinghoe at 2pm. 

Sunday 14 


APPLETON: Open gardens in aid of 
St Laurence Church. 2pm - 6pm. 
Details 01 865 862434. 

GREAT MISSENDEN: Garden 
open and classical guitarists at 
Overstroud Cottage, Frith Hill at 3pm. 
www.missendenchurch.org.uk 

Friday T9 


STONE: St John the Baptist Church 
at 7pm. Music for a summers evening. 
Organ and handbell ringers. £10 (pay 
on the door). 

Saturday 20 


STONE: St John the Baptist Church 
open from 2.30 - 5pm - cake stall, 
displays, refreshments. 

BECKLEY: St Mary’s Church. 
Soprano and harp concert at 7.30pm. 
Details 01 865 351270. 


BUCKINGHAM: Haydn celebration 
evening no.2 at Buckingham Parish 
Church at 7.30pm. 
www.bucksorchestra.org.uk 

AMERSHAM ON THE HILL: St 

Michael and All Angels 3pm. Fathers’ 
Day Fun. www.stmichaelsamersham. 
org.uk 

CHALFONT ST PETER: All Saints 
Church at 7pm. Music festival plus 
bbq. Details 01 753 883384. 

Sunday 21 


STONE: St John the Baptist Church. 
Patronal Festival Service at 1 0am with 
The Bishop of Buckingham. 

WITNEY: The Plough, High Street at 
6pm. Open air event - Ayres and 
Graces (Madrigals and Elizabethan 
instrumental music). Tickets/Details 
01993 868461. 

Tuesday 23 


HIGH WYCOMBE: All Saints 
Church at 7.30pm. Organ recital by 
Olivier Latry. 

Friday 28 


FINGEST: Hambledon Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying on 
of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. 01491 
571231. 

EARLEY: St Peter’s Church is 
celebrating and giving thanks for the 
1 65 years of the church’s service in the 
community of Earley. They are running 
special events until 5 July including 
celebrating their Patronal Festival 
Eucharist with the Bishop of Oxford at 
7.30pm on 29 June. Details of events 
01 1 8 966 8575 www.earley-stpeter. 
org.uk 



OXFORD: Christ Church Cathedral 
at 1 1 am. Books of Remembrance 
ceremony. The service will be followed 
by refreshments in the Priory Room. 

READING: All Saints Church at 
7.30pm. Organ recital by Graham 
Ireland. 

WEST WYCOMBE: St Lawrence- 
on-the-Hill at 7.30pm. Light & 
Adornment concert by Wooburn 
Singers. Tickets £12 (£6 students). 
Details 01 628 521677. 


MILTON KEYNES: All Saints 
Church from 1 2noon - 5pm. Open 
Gardens in aid of restoration and re- 


READING: Summer concert at 
University of Reading at 7.30pm. 
Details 01 18 378 5256. 


ALDWORTH: St Mary’s, Bell Lane 
(RG8 9SB). Flower festival and 
concert. Details 01491 874399. 


Courses & special events 


Saturday 6 June - Rolling 
Programme Couses: Preaching - 
St James Church Centre, Woodley, 
Reading from 1 0am - 4pm (bring 
packed lunch). Cost £1 8. This course 
is designed for those who are 
beginning to preach. It is highly 
recommended for OLMs, LLMs and 
those with authorisation to preach who 
are in training. Introduction to Ministry 

- Diocesan Church House from 1 0am 

- 4pm (bring packed lunch). This 
course is for LLMs in training and 
other interested learners who want to 
look at theology of ministry, lay and 
ordained. To book phone 01 865 
208277 or email sheila.townsend@ 
oxford.anglican.org 

Tuesday 9 June - Continuing 
Ministerial Development Course 


on Knowing and Using the Prayer 
Book from 1 0am - 4pm at Diocesan 
Church House. To book your place 
contact mandi.bowden@oxford.ang 
lican.org 

Saturday 20 June - ACHIVA are 

giving a talk on ‘The Challenges of 
living with HIV & Aids in Rural Africa’ 
by Kate Wooding at Kidlington Baptist 
Church, Oxford from 9.30am - 
1 2.30pm. Cost £5. Details 01 865 
37591 6. www.achiva.org.uk 
Saturday 27 June - Praying with 
Pla insong. A day for parish 
musicians and cantors. 1 0am to 4pm 
at Wendover Christian Centre, Bucks 
HP22 6JG. Cost £7. Details 01 908 
2331 21 . admin.nores@btconnect.com 


Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 

8am Holy Communion; 10am 
Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 
1 1 .1 5am Sung Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong. 

Weekdays: 

7.15am Morning prayer; 

7.35am Holy Communion; 

1 pm Wednesday only Holy 
Communion; 6pm Evensong 
(Thursday Sung Eucharist 
6pm). 

Tel: 01 865 276155 
www.chch.ox.ac.uk 







Advertisements 


Advertising feature 


Radley College is an independent 
boarding school for boys aged 1 3 to 

H 

The Foundation Award at 1 1 +, 

1 3+ and 1 6+ are for boys currently 
in state education with academic 
potential and interest in music, art, ] 
drama or sport. 

The award provides financial 
support of up to 100% of full fees 
for two initial years at preparatory 

school and then for a further five 

imm 

years at Radley. 
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Entry is through assessment 
in English and Maths on 28 
November 2009. Applications 
close on 2 November 2009. Sample : : 
papers are on the website. 
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Radley 

College 


FOUNDATION 
AWARDS AT 
11+, 13+ AND 16+ 






For details: The Registrar, 

Radley College, Abingdon OX14 2HR 
Tel: 01 235 5431 74 


Looking at Education 


Deciding on a school for your children is a 
tremendously important choice. In many 
cases a child’s primary and secondary edu- 
cation can have repercussions throughout 
life. With growing concerns surrounding 
much of education in Britain today, it should 
come as little surprise that Christian 
schools maintain their popularity with par- 
ents, providing a strong spiritual and moral 
basis in all that they do. The more disci- 
plined style of education seems to bear fruit 
and their academic results continue to im- 
press and in many cases improve. 


Swanboume House 
preparation for top 
public schools 

IAPS, CO-ED, BOARDING & DAY, 

PREP SCHOOL FOR 3-13 YEAR OLDS 

Swanbourne gives all its pupils a flying start. 
Gabbitas Guardianship have described us as, 
“a school you would dream of." 


Next Open Morning Friday 
5th June 2009 1 0am 


For details contact 
Mrs C Hollowday 
tel. 01296 720 264 
office@swanbourne.org 
www.swanbourne.org 


Faith based Schools, often have waiting 
lists or entrance examinations to help them 
maintain their standards of excellence, or 
offer open days for parents and prospec- 
tive pupils to look around at what is on 
offer. The early months of the year often 
have entrance examinations or open days 
for the following September's intake. 

It’s a very similar story with further educa- 
tion and whilst most students will have al- 
ready decided on a University or College 
to attend from the autumn semester, some 
will still be looking for a course and others 
will start planning for next year. 

A lot of prayer and advice will be under- 
taken in deciding what path to follow, even 
when inherent talents seem to make the 
choice a little more obvious. For younger 
Christians the path may have already been 
discussed when choosing subjects for A 
levels but for many older Christians start- 
ing a course could well be a part of a 
change in life’s direction. 

There’s also the choice of college. For 
many, some time away from home at Uni- 
versity can be a time of self-discovery and 
growing, although others may well prefer 
somewhere closer to home. This can be 
due to the commitments such as family re- 
sponsibilities or commitments to the local 
church or other organisations. Travelling 
times are also quicker a boon for most stu- 
dents. 

For all the challenge of full time study 
should prove to be rewarding and fulfilling. 


Ripon College 

Come and Study at the 

CUDDESDON SCHOOL OF 
THEOLOGY AND MINISTRY 

Whether you are just beginning to think about ministry, or are exploring a 
Wocation. Whether you are eager to study more about the bible and how it can 
still help to shape the world we live in or would like to deepen your theological 
reflection and hone your pastoral practice. 

The CUDDESDON SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AND MINI^TRV offers a two-year part-time course. 

„ „ . . .a, , •• rini c,„nmer School that introduces some of the kev areas of 

incorporating a fully-inclusive 12-day residential Summer acnooi, uu* 

. , , „ . . ^ ~ to a Certificate in Theology and Ministry, accredited by 

study in theology and ministry. The Course leads toa c enmcdi j, j 

, . , * . farther study, or be used as a way of exploring one’s own 

Oxford Brookes University, and can lead to lurtncr j, j p 6 

vocation - and as preparation for ordination training and other 
forms of ministry. 

Students in the School benefit from the rich range of theological 
resources, excellent seminars and the breadth and depth of teach- 
ing that Cuddesdon is renowned for offering, as well as having the 
opportunity to meet and chat with ordinands and staff at the 
College. 

Students attend fortnightly lectures at Cuddesdon on a Thursday evening between 5.45 — 9.00pm. The 
Summer School focuses on a theme, this year's is ‘The Bible in the Modem World’, and incorporates 
lectures and workshops given by leading scholars, guided excursions, worship and Bible study. 

Further details are a\ailable on our _ 2 v w.rcc.ac.uk . or from The Cuddesdon School of Theology 

and Ministry. Ripon College Cuddesdon. Oxford OX^ 9EX, tel: 01865 874404, 
email: certifkate@ripon-cuddesdon.ac.uk. -s- 





Junior School : 01235 523147 

Senjor School : 01 235 524658 
Radley Road, nbingd ui i 0X1 1 3 PS 

office@olab.org.uk www.olab.org.uk 


From Nursery to Sixth Form 
Nurture and Excellence 

Choosing a school for your son 
or daughter is one of the most 
difficult choices you may have 
to make. You find a Nursery' 
you really like, but as soon as 
you're settled need to choose a 
primary school. At Our Lady's 
Abingdon we help you by 
providing an education for both 
girls and boys from Nursery 
right through to "A" Level. 

Pupils achieve excellent 
academic results, and are also 
able to find an expression for 
creative talents and discover 
that education is not just 
confined to the classroom. 

If you feel your son or daughter 
would also enjoy OLA please 
call Jayne on 01235 524658 or 
Marie on 01235 523147 

Registered for Early Years Funding. 
Scholarships and Bursaries scheme. 


Internationa! 
School Award 
2008-2011 
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Grapevine 


Catering 
for busy 
people 


2009 - 2010 Meries 

Apologetics and the Mass Media - I d 

Issues of authority in Anglicanism • k d 

Seeing and Believing 

Charismatic Spirituality 

Scripture and Hermeneutics - 

Biblical Literacy in Contemporary Culture - m Pf 

Changing Worship - 


St Paul’s rises from the flames 


2009/10 Programme 

Courses can be taken 
Full or Part Time with 
residential facilities 

New Foundation Degree in 
Mission and Ministry 

BA and MA Degrees in 
Theology and Ministry 

A range of Short Courses 
that can be combined for an 
HE Certificate or Diploma 

Church Leadership Course 

Pastoral Carers’ Course 


Pompey Chi'-es® 


just a taste of what we have to offer. Full-time, part-time and single module options available. 


HOW CAN 
WE MANE 
PEOPLES 


Jafy 2009 - places still available 

Spirituality and Creativity for Evangelism and Worship 
John Drane and Olive Fleming Drane 


Doctoral studies in T h eolo gy and Ministry - Jointly delivered witti Durham University Department of 
Theology and Religion, the DThM enables doctoral level research in Practical Theology with passion for mission and ministry 

For further information contact: Val Strickland, 0191 334 3894 

r^cronmarWLcoro 


tid i a church i 


the Sarum Uni 


Aldhelm Mission 
Fund makes 
first awards 


Watchmn >ht \Vw hl 


New fellowships for 2009/10! We are pleased to announce four new Baillie fellowships for students starting the MA in 2009/10. 


^ 5 nights’ accommodation with 
breakfast & 5 evening meals 

Excursions to Salzburg; 
Alpbach and Rattenburg 

^ FREE focal joining points 

Ca;i for your nearest 

^ Travel by executive coach or 
upgrade to Silver Service for 
luxury coach travel with extra 
legroom 


picture postcard 


✓ Kitzbuhel^T' 

renowned resort^ views 

✓ Swarovski - famous ov 

✓ Innsbruck - Tyrolean capital 

✓ Salzburg -‘Sound of 

Music’ city 


You'll stay for five nights at a 3-star stanca'C notel or gasmo. 
Austrian Tyrol. The hotel will have a restaurant and bar and 
conveniently located for our exciting exozsion proffamme 
HotPl details will be advised closer to departure cate. 


Krimml Falls & Kitzbiihel 
Guided sightseeing in Salzburg i 1 ® 

Innsbruck & Swarovski ^4 

Crystal World 

for £56 SAVE £10 


Buy all 3 excursions 


Prices are per person, based or 
Extras • Optional excursions 
• Single room supplement £49 






Goord Travel and Leger Holidays. 

. ElMnwce Eur0 « 2009 broctar. or on or website. Oils fray be rKordaf for ranrng purposes end far ^protection. 




month 


Create a Cbristingle 


An Ecumenical 
Study Centre 
open to all 

Further details are 
available from: 

Wesley College 
College Park Drive 
Henbury Road 
Bristol BS1 0 7QD 

Tel 0117 959 1200 
Fax 0117 950 1277 

admin® wesley-college- 

bristol.ac.uk 

www.wesley-college- 

bristol.ac.uk 


Peter Hart, a youth worker in Hartlepool The crux of the 
course for me was putting theology into practice in the 
real world, which means it is ideal for youth ministers - or 
any minster - who longs to engage with the cultures you 
meet outside the church. 


Katharine Green, a curate in 
Worcester diocese It opened 
up my thinking in new and 
exciting ways' 


Silver Service tour m sasmv 


Visit spectacular Kn^shT^Falls 


[ i i f * 


[»I* ^ 

£717 

[i | 
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Warfield gets down to a funky beat 



RHYTHM Revolution hosted by St Michael’s, Warfield, Bracknell was a week-long series 
of free percussion and drumming events for people of all ages. 

Guinness World Record Holder and South African drumming champion Ed Freitas 
was among the professional drummers who took part in the event. 

School assemblies, workshops for adults and youth events were among the activities. 
The week culminated in celebration services at St Michael’s. 


Win David Winter's latest book 

The Revd Canon David Winter’s latest book, 
published by Lion Hudson is the One Stop Guide to 
Christianity. It is an accessible, illustrated, user-friendly 
guide to all aspects of the Christian faith. 

The Door has three copies of the hard back book to 
give away to the winners of our One Stop Guide draw. 

To be in with a chance of winning send your name 
and address to One Stop Guide Draw, The Door, 
Diocesan Church House, Oxford, 0X2 ONB. The 
closing date for entries is 13 June. 



Arts 


Revealing our apathy 


By Ian James 

aula Clifford knows at first hand 
the effect that climate change is 
already having on poor people 
throughout the world. 

She is Head of Theology for Christian 
Aid, and has visited many affected 
places in the course of her work. She 
has written a passionate, even an angry, 
book, and we in the Church would do 
well to take it seriously. The fact of the 
matter is that many Christians are woe- 
fully ignorant of the seriousness of cli- 
mate change or, worse, actively deny 
that it is happening or that it is any con- 
cern of the Christian church. 

Paula, an Licensed Lay Minister at St 
Margaret’s, Oxford, takes as a frame- 
work those robust and unflattering por- 
traits of the seven churches from the 
Book of Revelation. 

She shows that the faults of those 
churches transfer all too readily to our 
present day situation, with its wide- 
spread denial and apathy about climate 
change. 

By changing the atmosphere and cli- 
mate of our planet for essentially trivial 
reasons - so we can drive everywhere, 
centrally heat our houses and fly off for 
foreign holidays several times per year - 
we in the rich west are perpetrating a 


/\N|.GELS WITH 

Trumpets 


rtf Itfi'pirM ’t » e&j 



;£P 
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Angels with 
Trumpets 

Paula Clifford, 
Darton, Longman 
and Todd. RRP 
£7.95 


huge injustice. 

We are unjust to the poorer nations of 
the global south. We are unjust to gen- 
erations to whom we are bequeathing 
the consequences of our profligacy. 

And in my view, we are also hugely un- 
just to the non-human world for which 
we have a God-given responsibility. 

Paula calls on the churches to be pas- 
sionate for justice, to speak propheti- 
cally to a world in peril, and not to be 
content with effete palliatives which 
make us feel good but have virtually no 
impact on the real problem. 

Her book is readable and not over- 
long. It may be read thoughtfully by in- 
dividuals; it might also usefully form the 
basis of a series of house-group studies. 

The Revd Prof Ian James is Diocesan 
Environment Adviser. 


World Vision 



will I ever see 


birthday? 

9.2 million children under 5 died in 2007, most of them from preventable 
diseases* Our vision and prayer is that every child can live life in all its 
fullness. For 60p ; a day, you can help a vulnerable child and their community 
gain access to basic healthcare, education, enough food and clean, 
safe water. Your support will help them change their world for good. 

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to the least of these... you did it to me.” 
Matthew 25:40, NRSV 


Please become a child sponsor now. 

Call 0800 50 10 10 orvisitworldvision.org.uk 


*UNICEF (published in The Lancet, September 2008) |78.3% of your donations goes direct to charitable activities.The rest goes to generating funds and governance. 
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Holidays at home 





CORNWALL 

Port Isaac 

Quality furnished holiday cottages and 
converted barn in Port Isaac, 45 minutes 
from the Eden Project. Sleeps 2-6, linen 
& electricity included, pets welcome 
personal supervision by owners, for a full colour 
brochure contact Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port 
Isaac, PL29 3RE 

Tel/fax: 01208 880934 Tel: 01208 862422 
email: info@cornishholidayhomes.net 
wwwxornishholidayhomes.net 



LYNTON DEVON 


A warm traditional welcome 
welcome awaits you at 
Kingford House Hotel 

ft fc Ci Ct Silver Award 
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 
for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com 
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 


To 

advertise in the 
s Directory call 
Roy on 

01752 225623 


S 


Drarujuil Somerset 







Cheddar Wells • Glastonbury 

Self catering, short and long slays. 

Our cottages are comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 

www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
email: info@pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

01749 672857 


V 


/* 


BOURNEMOUTH 

West Cliff 

B&B in charming garden 
cottage near sea. 
Peaceful, warm welcome. 
No smoking 

Sorry, no children or pets. 
Parking available 

TEL: 01202 762532 


Dartmouth 

DEVON 

Glorious views across 

River Dart from 

comfortable 

GP flat, sleeps four. 

All mod cons. 

T ELEPHONE 

020 7225 5+75 


LUXURY CARAVAN HOLIDAY 
HOME FOR SALE 

On 5-star Littlesea Holiday Park at Wey- 
mouth - voted Best Holiday Park in UK 

Only £12,995 

No time licence on the holiday home 
For more information call 07738 241 859 
and ask for Chris 


Freshwater East 
Pembrokeshire 

Well-equipped adjacent 
holiday homes. Beach 
250yds. Sleeps 1 to 6. 
From £180 pw. 
Clergy discount. 
Sorry no pets 
TEL 0151 486 2745 


SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 


Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



Secluded 
log cabins 

Pets welcome 
Beach nearby 

Short breaks 


GATWICK 

3-4 mins 

GABLE END 

A warm Irish welcome to our 
family run B&B. En-suite rooms 
& full English breakfast. Cour- 
tesy transport & car parking 

TEL: 01293 783679 

www.gable-end.com 


Retreats 

Take a real break 

From time to time we all need the opportunity to rest with a 
day or two off. For some its great to be active cramming as 
much as possible into the days we've allowed ourselves. 
There are times, however, when a more studied quiet ap- 
proach can achieve so much more especially in our spiritual 
growth. Retreats supply these days of thinking in an ideal 
manner. They can be beneficial on an individual basis but 
can also work well on a group basis, maybe with other mem- 
bers of your church. 


We practise and teach con- 
templative meditation in the 
^ Christian tradition at resi- 
7 / 'C\ % dential and day courses 

~ in Dorchester and elsewhere. 
We welcome visitors to experience the benefit of meditation in 
a group. Marian Dunlop House is the home of the Fellowship 
where we hold small gatherings and meetings. 


xS p^ hi P . 


We welcome people and groups to stay in our quiet, 
comfortable and friendly house which has many books 
on contemplative meditation. Please contact: 
Marian Dunlop House, 8 Prince of Wales Road, 
Dorchester, Dorset DTI 1PW. Tel: (01305) 251396 

fellowship.meditation@virgin.net 

www.fellowshipofmeditation.org 

Charity No: 213323 


St Columba’s House 
Retreat & Conference Centre 
The Place to Meet in Woking 



Our refurbishment will be fully complete by 
mid-July with 22 

single and 5 twin (4) ensuite bedrooms with telephone, internet 
connection, and freeview TV facilities. We will have 8 meeting 
rooms for small (4) to large (50) groups, a Spirituality Library, a 
new Oratory (12), roof meditation garden, and our Chapel (50). 
Checkout our new look website for our exciting programme. 


Details and more information: 


www.stcolumbashouse.ora.uk 

To book our facilities: 

retreats@stcolumbashouse.ora.uk 

T: 01483 766498 


Maybury Hill, Woking, Surrey. GU22 8AB 


Insurance 









“2009 is the 20th anniversary of the 
Peaceful Revolution and the fall of the 
Berlin Wall. These events triggered 
drastic changes around the world, 
marking the end of the Cold War and 
the Division of Europe. Many people 
within Germany and beyond its 
borders still remember today the 
stirring weeks in the autumn of 1989. 
For Berliners in particular, 9th 
November 1989 will remain the 
happiest day in their recent history. 
Finally, what belonged together could 
grow together...” 

Klaus Wowereit, Governing Mayor of Berlin. 


Your tour includes: 

/ Motme Dam - of 
* Dambusters 1 fame 

/ Berlin - enticing 
capital city 

/ Secrets of Cold 
War Berlin tour - 
fascinating revelations 

/ 20th Anniversary of 
the Fall of the Wall 
celebrations 

/ Leipzig - re-emerging 
city of culture 


What’s included 

* Specialist Historical Guide 

* Visits to Mohne Dam; 

Berlin; Leipzig 

Three nights’ accommodation 
with breakfast in Berlin 

* Overnight stay in Halle with 
breakfast 

Overnight stays in Belgium on 
outward and return journeys 
with breakfast 

Local departures 

Call or visit our website to find your nearest 

Travel by executive coach 


Upgrade to Silver Service Service 


for luxury coach travel and enjoy these 
added benefits Piease cafi for full details 


Porterage in all hotels 
Smaller, more personal group 




i 


Your Hotels 

I In Berlin you’ll stay for three nights at the 

|3-star Penta Berlin- Kopenick Hotel, or 
similar. The hotel has a restaurant bar and 
lift. All bedrooms offer T.V, telephone and 
hairdryer. In Halle you’ll stay for one night 
at the 4-star Ramada Hotel Leipzig-Halle. 
Overnight stays in Belgium are in 
city-style hotels. 


Executive Coach 

Tour Ref: 7GBW 


6th November 

£399 

Silver Service 


Tour Ref: 7GBWV 


6th November 

£449 


Prices are per person, based on two sharing. 
Extras: Optional excursions; Single room 
supplement £ 1 1 9 


FfTO moa&o 



Call now to book 0800 048 1055 

This holiday is operated in partnership with 
Peter Goord Travel and Leger Holidays. 



Kst 19P3 

All holidays are subject to availability. Terms and condition apply. The full terms and conditions can be found on our website. Calls may be recorded for training purposes and your protection. 






Near Romantic Rome 

Self catering in rural 
tranquillity, sleeps 2-4. 
Wonderful views, historic 
village. Tel: 07836 650834 
villagirasole @ hotmail .com 
w w w. villettagirasole .com 
|| DISCOUNTS NOW 


[Enjoy an 

African safari! 

TWO WEEKS 

|£999 

...and help fund charity 
work in Uganda at the 
same time! Details: - 


www.sunrisesafaris.co.uk 


ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near Car- 
voeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on Pes- 
tana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 

Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265 683 

info@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 


1 

Lanzarote I 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

unina ivolstenhomes. co. uh 


The 2010 Passion Play 

We have 7-night tours from May - September 2010. Prices range from 
£995 to £1,375. Demand is high so early booking is advised. 

CAMINO 

Journeys to }fofy (places 

camino@uk2.net 0800 04 39 384 www.caminojoumeys.com 

Cantino Journeys Ltd is a retail agent for Aciionstride Ltd. ATOL no. 2893. 




















Advertising feature 

So much to do in the summertime 


With the arrival of summer, almost everyone’s mind turns to days out 
and special events. Churches will be planning flower festivals, art 
exhibitions and other events. 

Further afield there will be so many places to visit and things to do. 



MEET READING'S 
KING OF MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS 


Did you know Heading Town 
Hall contains ike BI66EST and 
LOWEST kind of musical 
instrument ? The organ is over 
140 years old and is one of the 
most important in the country. 

Come along to an unmissable 
morning of COOL activities. 

o Find out how this FANTASTIC 
instrument works. 

o hear the AMAZINft sounds 
it makes. 

o HAVE A 60- play t yourself! 


READING 
TOWN HALL 

SATURDAY II JULY ’09 
ADMISSION FREE! 

SESSION Is 10 - 11am 
Aimed primarily at younger 
children (suggested ages 6-11 ) 

SESSION*. 1130am - 1*50pm 
Aimed primarily at older 
children and young people 
(suggested ages 10-li) 

Event leader-, kiccardo Bond 

Assistant Organist at St Barnabas' 
Church, Dulwich, and Choir Director 
at Alleyn's Junior School. 


For further information 
and to book a free place-. 

email: lnfo@berkshireorganists.org.uk 
u/eb: www.berkshlreorganlsts.orgA 
Phone (out) ss’t sm 


uk 


BERKSHIRE ORGANISTS' ASSOCIATION REGISTERED CHARITY NO 298088 
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Begins with the 
Annunciation and ends 
I with the Ascension 

It Cast of over 200 

I 

Wk i Biblical costumes, 
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AN OPEN AIR PLAY IN TM 

Tuesday 23rd June t 


iy2l 

June 2009 10.00am - 4.00pm 
at Wintershall, Bramley, Surrey 

Tickets from : Wintershall Estate Office, WiiifrershaH, Bramley, 
Surrey GU5 OLR % 

Tel: 01483 892167 during office hours www.wirtershall-estate.com 


The South of England has more than its share of special Christian 
festivals and bible camps, that start in the springtime and last right 
through to the end of August. There are many other secular 
events to attract our attention and make demands on our time. 

Country gardens and walks offer a chance to get away from the 
frustrations of day-to-day living and relax in a more natural envi- 
ronment. Zoos and other attractions featuring animals always ap- 
peal to Christians of all ages; perhaps it’s our early teachings of 
Noah and his ark. 

The years have seen the arrival of themed parks attracting fami- 
lies by the thousand but there is still a strong desire to visit places 
from the past, steeped in history and spirituality. 

Cathedrals, churches and churchyards are often a draw to the 
traveller either on holiday in a different part of the country or just a 
respite for a local person seeking a break from the day’s events. 
Many of our medieval cathedrals rely considerably on visitors for 
their income becoming centres for concerts of all kinds and fre- 
quently hold exhibitions. Sometimes they become the venue for 
theatre performances of all kind including the traditional mystery 
plays and one recently held a season of Shakespeare! The Ox- 
ford diocese has an amazing choice of places to visit from the his- 
toric buildings of the University city of Oxford itself, to countless 
other attractions such as Banbury, Windsor and Aylesbury to 
name just a few. With beautiful countryside within easy reach, a 
good healthy walk gives us a chance to wonder afresh at the 
spectacle that is creation. 

Whilst some readers will already be looking at the opportunity to 
visit the famous Oberammergau Passion Play next year there's 
still time to see The Life of Christ' at Wintershall in Surrey. This 
annual production runs from 23rd to 28th June starting daily at 
4pm. 
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A free event takes place at Reading Town Hall in July when they 
celebrate their 140 year old organ. Under the banner of Pipes 
Aloud it will be possible to see how this big, loud instrument works 
and listen to the sounds that it makes. Aimed at young people the 
morning session starting at 10am has 6 to 11 year olds in mind, 
whilst older children, from 10 to 18 there's an hour long event 
starting at 11 .30am. As you can expect demand is likely to be 
heavy so you'll need to book a free place in advance by phoning 
0118 958 6537. 

Everyone has different ideas on how to spend their leisure time, 
but the important thing is to spend it wisely. If you're stopping off 
for some refreshment keep an eye open 
to see if a nearby church or cathedral has 
a coffee shop. Somehow their teas and 
cakes always seem to be more whole- 
some than many of the high street chains. 

These short visits provide a valuable in- 
come for many of our churches and 
cathedrals. If you are in a secular coffee 
shop make your mark by asking for a 
Fairtrade drink. 


St David's (ZatkedtaL 

Pembrokeshire 



Open 8.00am to 6.00pm 

01437 720199 


The building dates 
back from 12th century 
and the ceilings are of 
special interest. 

■ DAILY SERVICES 

■ BOOKSHOP 

■ CONCERTS 

■ GUIDED TOURS 

■ DISABLED ACCESS 


www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk 


COTSWOLD 

Wildlife Park 

and Gardens - 



From ANTS to RHINOS in 
160 Acres of Parkland 

• Walk with lemurs 
• Narrow-gauge railway 
• Picnic areas and cafeteria 
• Childrens Farmyard 
• For full information see website 

OPEN EVERY DAY FROM IOAM EXCEPT 2$TH DEC 


Burford, Oxon OX 18 4JP 
Tel: (OI993) 823006 

Mid way between Oxford U Cheltenham 

www.cotswoldwiIdlifepark.co.uk 



Church Strategy Consultant 

Do you need help to formulate your vision 
and strategy? 

Experienced consultant and ordained priest will 
help you with everything from vision to detailed plans. 
Workshops - interviews - parish/local audits - plans - 
budgets - priorities - ecumenical and interfaith work 
Revd Heather Serjeant 
Email: heatherserjeant@aol.com 

Tel: 01 1 8 946 1 296 Mob: 07702 1 1 3544 

Analysis Essentials, 4AThe Mount, Caversham, Reading RG4 7RU 


EWTN 

CATHOLIC TV 

IS NOW ON SKY 
- CHANNEL 589 

Radio is on channel 0147 


mmm 


For information & free monthly 
programme call 

08700 636734 


EWTNffl j 
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Do you suffer from arthritic, rheumatic or back pain? 

“Buy a superb Adjustamatic 
bed and get a powered 

. . EDCE” 

recliner chair rKtt 


Gloria Hunnlford 


The Adjustamatic Bed 

An Infinite number of positions at the touch of a button 


If you're looking for a blissful night's sleep, the 
Adjustamatic Bed is probably the very best you 
can buy Built to the highest standards right 
here in the UK, Adjustamatic have a wide 
range of beds and chairs that can also be 

tailored to meet individual needs. 

Established for over 




’-A : > • jK 




■ REE 


' 


40 


POWERED RECLINER 

The powered recliner has been ergonomically designed 
to give you the correct support for your body, 
automatically ensuring that you adopt a good resting 
posture. This is vital if you wish to avoid aggravating 
back problems, hip problems, poor circulation, water 
retention and many other aches and pains. 


years. Adjustamatic are 
one of the country's 
leading manufacturers of 
quality pain relief 
products and have the 
highest reputation for quality, 
standards of service and 
customer satisfaction. 


• Respiratory 
problems 

• Poor circulation 

• Lack of mobility 
• Night cramps 

• Stress & tension 

• Fluid retention 
» Tight shoulders 


Don't delay CALL 0800 80 5000 


And quote A385 0ffer ex P ires 13,h Ju| v 2009 

OR FREEPOST the coupon below 


PLEASE SEND TO ADJUSTAMATIC, 
FREEPOST, HORLEY, RH6 7BR 

□ YESi I am interested in your BED 
and FREE Recliner offer (ext. A385) 

I i Please tick this box if you do not wish to receive 
mail from other carefully selected companies. 


Mr/Ms/Mrs 
Please use block capitals 

Add ress 


Postcode 



Tel No 


www.painreliefbeds.co.uk 
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Art seems to overwhelm our 
senses, helping us experi- 
ence God, writes Jonathan 
Meyer after a trip to Baroque 
Exhibition at the Victoria and 
Albert Museum inspired him 
to explore Bernini’s The Ec- 
stasy of St Theresa. 

he introductory talk captured my 
imagination as it outlined the im- 
portance of Baroque to a church 
that had just emerged from the 
Counter Reformation (the 
Catholic revival which took place as a re- 
action to the Reformation.) 

It is difficult to pin down exactly what we 
mean by Baroque. The key elements are 
those of performance and movement. They 
were elements, which could enhance and 
demonstrate power; the temporal power 
of a monarch or the power and importance 
of the Church. 

Bernini’s facade to St Peter’s, Rome, it- 
self draws people to God just as the 
drama of the Mass involves us with the di- 
vine. Church processions enshrine a 
sense of movement and ritual pointing to a 
deeper truth. The key is the engagement 
of the senses to point to something else. 
The Ecstasy of St Theresa in the Cornaro 
Chapel in Rome suddenly seemed the ob- 
vious work to explore. The Chapel was a 
memorial to the Venetian cardinal Federico 
Cornaro and the figure of St Teresa was 
executed between 1647 and 1652. 

Although the chapel should be experi- 
enced as a whole, it is dominated by the 
central sculpture in white marble showing 
the moment of ecstatic union with God ex- 
perienced by St Theresa. She was canon- 
ised in 1 622 and her mystical experiences 
and writings were well known throughout 
the Roman Catholic world. 




She wrote: 4 Beside me on the left ap- 
peared an angel in bodily form .. .In his 
hands I saw a great golden spear, and at 
the iron tip there appeared to be a point of 
fire. This he plunged into my heart several 
times so that it penetrated my entrails. 
When he pulled it out I felt that he took 
them with it, and left me utterly consumed 


by the great love of God. 

‘The pain was so severe that it made me 
utter several moans. The sweetness 
caused by this intense pain is so extreme 
that one cannot possibly wish it to cease, 
nor is one’s soul content with anything but 
God. 

‘This is not a physical but a spiritual 
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pain, though the body has some share in 
it — even a considerable share. 1 

It has been suggested that the work is 
too profoundly sensual to be appropriate 
for religious reflection. There is something 
shockingly intimate about the representa- 
tion, which seems too direct for the 
Protestant north. However I think there is 
an important lesson here to all of us, wher- 
ever we position ourselves. 

We all need to reflect on the importance 
of the senses in the way in which we can 
experience and have knowledge of God in 
this life. That seems to be one of the un- 
derlying aspects of Baroque art; it bom- 
bards us with images, music and 
movement, all of which appeal to and 
sometimes overwhelm the senses. It is 
through sensory perception and conse- 
quently through our bodies that we expe- 
rience God. 

That is not to say that all we experience 
in the body is of God, and certainly the dif- 
ficulty of distinguishing between genuine 
and false experience is no simple matter. It 
was a matter of dispute for St Theresa 
herself. Surely this issue has very impor- 
tant implications for how we conceive of, 
and as Christians convey to others, what 
we understand by the resurrection of the 
body. 

As we contemplate this work, the impor- 
tance of an experience in this life of God 
through the sensory medium of our bod- 
ies lies alongside that of God’s transcen- 
dence. Too often we seek to separate the 
body and the spirit. They were not divisible 
in Hebrew thought and thus a bodily res- 
urrection not only seemed logical but in- 
deed the only possible manifestation of an 
afterlife. The exuberance and almost 
decadent appearance of this work will not 
appeal to all but some of the questions it 
raises deserve thought. 

The Revd Jonathan Meyer is Priest in 
Charge at St Mary the Virgin Church, 
Ewelme. The V&A Baroque Exhibition 
runs until 19 July 



And you, child, will be called the 
prophet of the Most High; for you will 
go before the Lord to prepare his 
ways, to give knowledge of salvation 
to his people by the forgiveness of 
their sins. (Luke 1:76,77 NRSV) 

Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

Mon Is The visitation of the BVM to 
Elizabeth Deanery of Witney: area 
dean Bill Blakey, lay chairman David 
Loades, Church Army Jeff Hill. The 
people, wardens, PCCs and support 
staff of the deanery. 

Tue 2: Bampton with Clanfield 
(including Bampton Aston, Shif- 
ford) - clergy David Lloyd, Tessa 
Kuin Lawton; LLM Arthur Pont. 

Wed 3: Martyrs of Uganda The 
staff and pupils of Aston & Cote (VC) 
School, Bampton (VC) School, Clan- 
field (VC) School. 

Thu 4: Brize Norton and Carter- 

ton - clergy Bill Blakey; Church Army 
Richard Waller. The staff and pupils 
of Carterton (VA) School 

Fri 5: Boniface, bishop, martyr Bur- 
ford with Fulbrook and Taynton, 
Asthall with Swinbrook and Wid- 
ford: clergy Richards Coombs, Tim 
Garrett, Natalie Garrett, Cedric Reav- 
ley. 

Sat 6: Ina Kopuria, founder of the 


Melanesian Brotherhood Cogges 
and South Leigh: clergy Andrew 
Sweeney, Miri Keen, Tim Edge; 

LLMs Nick Pike, Richard Young, 

David Smith. The staff and pupils of 
Witney The Blake (VA) School. 

Sun 7: Trinity Sunday Ducklington 
with Hardwick: clergy Bob Edy, 

LLMs David Adams, Ian Paul, Ruth 
Edy. The staff and pupils of Duckling- 
ton (VC) School. 

Mon 8: Lower Windrush (includ- 
ing Standlake, Stanton Harcourt, 
Northmoor, Yelford): clergy Sarah 
Sharp; LLM Lynda Blair; pastoral as- 
sistant Alison Shaw. The staff and 
pupils of Standlake (VC) School, 
Stanton Harcourt (VC) School. 

Tue 9: Minster Lovell - clergy 
Adrian Gabb-Jones. The staff and 
pupils of Minster Lovell St Kenelm 
(VC) School. 

Wed 1 0: Shill Valley and Broad- 
shire (including Alvescot, Black 
Bourton, Broadwell, Broughton 
Poggs, Filkins, Kelmscott, Holwell, 
Kencot, Langford, Little Faringdon, 
Shilton, Westwell): clergy Harry 
Maclnnes, Liz Johnson, Neville 
Usher-Wilson. The staff and pupils of 
Alvescot St Peter’s (VA) School, 
Langford St Christopher (VA) School. 

Thu 11: Day of Thanksgiving for 
the Institution of the Holy Communion 


(Corpus Christi) Witney (St Mary the 
Virgin, Holy Trinity, Hailey, Cur- 
bridge): clergy Elizabeth Thomson, 
Joanna Collicutt McGrath, John 
Cook; LLM Rosemary Peirce, David 
Exham, Sally Down, David Clare- 
mont. The staff and pupils of Witney 
St Mary’s (VC) School, Witney The 
Batt (VA) School, Hailey (VC) School. 

Frl 12: Barnabas the apostle 
Deanery of Sonning: area dean 
David Hodgson, lay chairman Judith 
Scott. The people, wardens, PCCs 
and support staff of the deanery. 

Sat 13: Arborfield with Barkham 

- clergy Piers Bickersteth, Julian Bid- 
good, John Parker. 

Sun 14: Trinity 1 The White 
House School, Wokingham Con- 
ventional District: wardens Brian 
Allan, Mike Wilding. 

Mon 15: Evelyn Underhill, spiritual 
writer Bearwood: clergy Haigh 
Etches. The staff and pupils of The 
Coombes C of E (VC) Primary 
School. 

Tue 16: Woosehill Conventional 
District - clergy Haigh Etches, Libby 
Godden (Methodist); LLM Elaine 
Steere. 

Wed 17: Samuel and Harriet 
Barnett, social reformers California: 
clergy Carol Edwards, Hugh 


Wakeling. 

Thu 18: Bernard Mizeki, translator 
& evangelist, martyr Crowthorne: 
clergy Lisa Cornwell; LLMs Gillian 
Gyenes, Lewis Simmons, Hazel 
Berry. The staff and pupils of 
Crowthorne (VC) School. 

Frl 19: Sundar Singh, evangelist, 
teacher of the faith Finchampstead: 
clergy Richard Warden, John Ed- 
wards; LLM Keith Atton. The staff and 
pupils of Finchampstead (VA) School. 

Sat 20: Hurst (including Win- 
nersh): clergy John Coombs, Clifford 
Smith; LLMs Judi Hattaway, Patricia 
Smith. The staff and pupils of Hurst 
St. Nicholas (VC) School. 

Sun 21: Trinity 2 Owlsmoor: 

clergy Roy Burgess. 

Mon 22: Ruscombe and 
Twyford- clergy Simon Howard, Sally 
Dakin, Tim Dakin; LLMs Geoffrey 
Pugh, Paul Minton. The staff and 
pupils of Polehampton Infants (VC) 
School and Polehampton Junior (VC) 
School. 

Tue 23: Sandhurst - clergy John 
Castle, John White. The staff and 
pupils of St Michael’s C of E Primary 
(VA) School. 

Wed 24: Birth of John the Baptist, 
Ember Day Sonning (including 
Charvil): clergy Jamie Taylor, 


Michael Forrer; LLMs Bob Peters. 
The staff and pupils of Sonning (VA) 
School. 

Thu 25: Wargrave with Knowl 
Hill: clergy John Cook, Pam Gordon; 
children and youth worker co-ordina- 
tor Kelly Bedwell. The staff and 
pupils of Knowl Hill (VC), Crazies Hill 
(VC), Robert Piggott Infants (VC), 
Robert Piggott Junior (VC) and The 
Piggott (VA) Schools. 

Frl 26: Ember Day Wokingham 
(All Saints): clergy David Hodgson, 
Michael Johnson, Emma Antoine, 
Colin James. Wokingham All Saints 
Primary (VA) School. 

Sat 27: Ember Day For the exten- 
sion of God’s kingdom throughout the 
world. 

Sun 28: Trinity 3 Wokingham St 
Sebastian: clergy Andrew Marsden, 
Erik Fudge. The staff and pupils of 
Wokingham St Sebastian’s (VA) 
School. 

Mon 29: Peter and Paul, apostles 
Wokingham St Paul (including 
Emmbrook): clergy John Connell, 
Roy Holmes, Tony Kemp, Jo Harri- 
son. The staff and pupils of Woking- 
ham St Paul’s (VC) School. 

Tue 30: Broadmoor - the staff and 
patients at the Broadmoor Hospital, 
Crowthorne. 
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God in the life of... 


Andrew Wright has proved 
Christian ethics and a 
successful business are not 
mutually exclusive. He told 
Jo Duckies how his 
company started to grow as 
the credit crunch hit 



s the credit crunch hit six 
months ago the married fa- 
ther-of-four was working out 
strategies to cope with the 
sudden growth of his com- 
pany, Haddenham Healthcare. 

When I walked into his office, he was 
on the telephone finalising the details of 
a new contract supplying products to Is- 
rael. He started exporting to America in 
January and by Christmas expects to have 
started selling in Australia. ‘The commer- 
cial reality is that our business is growing 
extremely strongly. We see changes 
ahead but we are so far really unaffected 
by the recession from a sales point of 
view,’ says Andrew, 53. 

The business deals in specialist health 
care, mainly focusing on compression 


Running a business is one 
of the great privileges in 
life. ’ 


products for patients with lymphoedema. 
The condition is a painful swelling of the 
limbs and body that can happen to any- 
one at any time, but commonly occurs as 
a response to cancer treatments. 

Andrew, who graduated more than 30 
years ago, has always worked in the 
healthcare world and used his business 
experience when he came to set up Had- 
denham Healthcare, which is based in 
Long Crendon, Buckinghamshire. 

‘The Christian side of things is some- 



balance 


thing I feel very strongly,’ he says. ‘I had 
a very deep experience when I was setting 
the company up. It’s very important that 
people who work for us share our values. 
Our employees are mainly but not exclu- 
sively Christians. We are not going out 
professing our faith to people in the NHS 
but we do go the extra mile with people, 
consistently looking for ways of helping 
them.’ 

Andrew is a church warden at St 
Mary’s, Thame, where he was able to 


apply his leadership and business skills 
during a recent interregnum. As the 
business expands, Andrew is planning to 
step down from the role. ‘The moment 
the business bizarrely started growing was 
the moment the new priest arrived, about 
six months ago,’ he says. ‘My role went 
from leadership to support in the church 
just in time to start taking things forward 
within the business.’ 

Andrew’s wife, Jackie and son Tom, 29, 
both work for the business. Andrew and 
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Jackie have three other children, Amy, 
25, a buyer for Primark, Rose, 21, who is 
studying economics and Rebecca, 1 7, an 
A level student. 

‘Time is of the essence and the joy of 
being your own boss is that you can 
choose when you work,’ he says. ‘The 
truth is that this business is my hobby and 
my passion but I’m passionate about fam- 
ily life and my faith, so they all blend to- 
gether. I sometimes go home at lunch 
time, take a good break and do the gar- 
dening, before I come back. It is a privi- 
lege to be able to do these things. 


‘We have a view of money 
that is not based on greed. ’ 


‘My wife has been marvellously sup- 
portive, particularly when I had to risk 
the house to raise funds for the business. 
‘We give away 10 per cent’ of our re- 
tained profit and it is a privilege to be 
able to do that. We have a view of money 
that is not based on greed.’ 

When asked what his message would be 


‘We give away 10 per cent 
of our retained profit. ' 


to anyone setting up a business he said: 
‘I want to encourage people but also to 
say you need a large amount of stamina 
and faith in your own abilities. Running 
a business is one of the great privileges in 
life,’ he says. 

‘The image created in the press is one 
of greed and making money but when 
you meet entrepreneurs it’s surprising 
how many are motivated by other things. 
They are very much spurred on by creat- 
ing things. I am very creative and a peo- 
ple person and I balance the two. You 
then need people around you who can 
be much more practical; you have to bal- 
ance your own gifts with those of others.’ 
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